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One last push 


THIS EDITION OF Searchlight has come 
out slightly early to reach you before polling 
day. We present our usual round-up on the 
activities of the far right but more 
importantly we are urging you to do whatever 
you can to help in the few days that are left. 

Occasionally elections are foregone 
conclusions, but nothing can be taken for 
granted this time. The BNP is fielding 879 
candidates across the country. Around 100 
wards are subject to some degree of risk, 
with about a third of them considered very 
high risk. However, there is not a single ward 
where the BNP is guaranteed to win. 
Whether the BNP wins on Thursday will 
partly be down to what we can all do between 
now and then. 

So, wherever you live and whatever your 
circumstances, please make one last push for 


Thursday 3 May. 


Media watch 


The BNP has become increasingly frustrated 
with its lack of media coverage during 


this election. Its main local election campaign 
and manifesto press launch attracted just 
one journalist and regional events were 
subsequently cancelled. The BNP’s irritation 
highlights the role the media played last year 
in hyping up the BNP and presenting the 
fascist party as some form of respectable 
protest vote. 

This year many  anti-fascists have 
commented on the lack of BNP activity in 
many key areas. However, this was also the 
case last year but the BNP benefited from 
wild stories in the media which did most of 
their campaigning for them. 

While we hope the media continue to act 
more responsibly this year there have already 
been exceptions. Articles in local newspapers 
in south Leeds, Sussex and Cheshire could 
have been written by the BNP. The Times 
has just published a largely unquestioning 
profile of Nick Griffin, the BNP leader. 
Editors, journalists and indeed readers all 
have a role to play. In hunting for that 
great local story, sometimes with the best 
intentions, they must not unintentionally 
fulfil a campaigning role for the BNP. 

Last year the BNP polled well because of 
the media. We must make sure that this does 
not happen again. ~< 


Election 2007 


The BNP fields 
record number 
of candidates in 
long-term drive 


for Europe 


By Nick Lowles 


he British National Party is 
putting forward a record 879 
candidates in the forthcoming 
elections. This is more than 
double last year’s figure and higher than 
anything achieved by the National 
Front in its heyday in the 1970s. 

However, it must be stressed that this 
is an organisational triumph for the 
BNP rather than a reflection that its 
membership or support has more than 
doubled in the past 12 months. 

There are 744 BNP candidates in 
the borough and district council 
elections in England and seven in 
Scotland, another 76 standing for town 
and parish councils, 32 in the elections 
to the Scottish Parliament and 20 in 
the Welsh Assembly elections. 

This is a massive increase over 
the 363 candidates the BNP fielded 
in 2006, which itself was a big 
rise compared to the 221 in 2004. 
When Labour came to power in 1997 
the BNP could only manage 53 council 
candidates. 

The bulk of BNP candidates are in its 
traditional working-class heartlands of 
West Yorkshire, East Lancashire, the 
West Midlands and Essex. There are 
207 candidates in total in the Yorkshire 
and Humber region, 118 in the North 
West and 127 in the West Midlands. 

There are complete BNP slates 
in Birmingham (40), Leeds (33), 
Sunderland (25) and Harrogate and 
Thurrock (both 16). 

Other large concentrations of 
BNP candidates include Kirklees (22), 
Barnsley (18), Bradford (17) Coventry 
and Sedgefield (both 16), Sandwell (15) 


and Gateshead and Newcastle 
(both 13). 

The North West has seen the biggest 
increase in the party’s traditional 
strongholds with a rise of 65 to 118 
candidates (including one for a parish 
council). Burnley has 10 candidates, 
followed closely by Liverpool with 
nine, up from one in 2006, Wigan 
and Tameside, both with eight and 
Blackpool with seven. 

The BNP is also standing in a 
number of areas that it has not 
previously contested, particularly in 
the East Midlands where there are 
101 candidates in total. They include 
14 for Charnwood Borough Council, 
12 in Lincoln and 10 for Broxtowe 
Borough Council. 

However, despite the BNP euphoria 
over its candidate list, there are a 
number of key local authorities where 
the party’s failure to find enough 
candidates has reduced its chances of 
election. These include some of the 
most “at risk” areas where the BNP has 
achieved its highest votes in recent 
years. Despite boasting that it would 
field a full slate in Bradford there are 
only 17 candidates out of a possible 30, 
just one more than last year. There are 
only two more BNP candidates in 
Stoke-on-Trent this year compared to 
last, which is a great relief as there is 
hardly a ward where the party would 
not come close to winning. In Sandwell, 
the BNP only managed to find an extra 
six candidates over last year, again in an 
area where the party boasted it would 
achieve a full slate. 

In 2006, the BNP averaged 33% in 


the wards it contested in Sandwell, 
30% in Stoke-on-Trent and 26% in 
Bradford. 

Despite an overall increase in 
candidates in the North West, the party 
has declined in two of its four strongest 
areas. In Oldham, where the BNP 
first emerged as a major force after the 
2001 riots, it has only four candidates, 
one of whom is also standing for 
a parish council seat. The BNP has 
two candidates fewer in Blackburn (five 
compared to seven last year), which 
given the potential in the town will be a 
major disappointment for the party. 


BNP strategy 

This election marks a significant change 
of electoral strategy for the BNP. 
In previous years it has focussed on 
maximising its average vote so it could 
portray itself as a rising force in British 
politics. This has resulted in fighting 
wards where the party believed it would 
achieve its highest results. 

This year, it has concentrated on 
putting forward as many candidates as 
possible. Given the wider political 
picture, most will be guaranteed a 
decent vote. In its key local authority 
areas the BNP will once again be 
looking for average votes of between 
25% and 35%, with private predictions 
of 50-60 new councillors. 

However, the real purpose of 
fielding so many council candidates has 
more to do with the next European 
elections in 2009, which are fought 
under proportional _ representation. 
Given the continuing decline of the 
UK Independence Party, the BNP 
will believe it can win European 
representation in most regions of 
England. With several MEPs the BNP 
would be transformed overnight, both 
financially and politically. Fielding 879 
candidates now gives a large number of 
voters, including everyone in Wales and 
Scotland, a chance to support the BNP 
and over the next few years become firm 
BNP voters. 

So what are the BNP’s chances of 
success this year? At the start of the year 
Searchlight identified 93 wards which 
we believed were at risk to some extent. 
Just over a third of them were deemed 
high risk. While some are now no 
longer considered to present such a 
threat, new concerns have emerged in 
other wards. The BNP itself has 
predicted that it will double its 


councillor base in May, which if one 
includes parish and town councillors is 
certainly achievable. 

Although most people will judge the 
success or failure of the election 
campaign by the number of council 
victories the BNP achieves, the share of 
its vote over all the wards it contests is a 
far more significant marker in the long 
run. Last year the BNP won 33 council 
seats, 12 of which were in Barking & 
Dagenham. While most commentators 
saw this as a political breakthrough, 
the BNP still held only a tiny fraction 
of council seats in the country. 
Much more important was the party’s 
19.2% average vote. 


lown he 


IN ANOTHER CHANGE in strategy, 
the BNP has put forward 76 
candidates in town and _ parish 
council elections across’ the 
country, the bulk in the East 
Midlands and West Yorkshire. 

Getting candidates elected to 
these councils is not too difficult as 
the mainstream political parties 
do not contest most of them and 
many are hardly contested at all. 
Indeed, the BNP has ten new town 
and parish councillors already after 
standing unopposed. 

While town and parish councils 
have little real power, gaining seats 
on them is advantageous for the 
BNP. It increases the party’s number 
of councillors (as the BNP con- 
veniently fails to distinguish these 
from its councillors at borough/ 
district/city level) and gives the BNP 
a credible base to challenge for 
borough/district/city elections in 
the future. It is this striving for 
greater respectability and normal- 
isation that is the real drive behind 
the BNP’s tactics. 

In the West Yorkshire towns of 
Morley (part of Leeds) and Mirfield 
(part of Kirklees), the BNP is looking 


There are still people in the political 
parties who try to dismiss the BNP as 
a fringe force with only isolated 
pockets of support. With over 14 
million people being given the chance 
to vote for the BNP in these elections, 
this “fringe force” concept will be 
severely tested. 

Searchlight is confident that the BNP 
will not make huge council 
breakthroughs but this will only be 
achieved if every anti-fascist and anti- 
racist activist puts that extra bit of 
activity in before 3 May. It is no good 
moaning about BNP success after the 
event if we have not done all in our 
power to prevent it happening. ~a 


| Dolitics 


to take control of the town councils. 
The party has 12 and nine 
candidates respectively and can be 
assured of some success. Many of 
their opponents are unorganised 
“independents” who do not have 
the base to run _ coordinated 
campaigns. However, there may be 
a backlash from voters who are not 
used to having political parties so 
involved in a generally non-party 
environment. 

Searchlight had feared strong 
BNP contests for control of Padiham 
Town Council (Burnley) and 
Keighley Town Council (Bradford) 
but these failed to materialise. 

The BNP is likely to see many of its 
town and parish candidates elected 
in May but it is time the media 
began to view them separately from 
district and borough councillors. 
Several months ago Searchlight 
warned that the BNP was switching 
its focus to town and _ parish 
councils. Political parties and anti- 
fascists generally have neglected to 
get involved in these councils. Let us 
just hope that we are not punished 
for our oversight in towns such as 
Morley and Mirfield. 


For a comprehensive review of the elections anda 
list of the BNP candidates, plus all the results as 
they come in, visit www.hopenothate.org.uk 


2007 local elections 


The British National Party might 
be standing 879 candidates to 
raise its general profile and 
support base but in terms of 
electoral successes only about 100 
council wards really matter. 
While most of the BNP candidates are 
paper candidates doing little or no 
campaigning, it is in these 100 
wards where the real battles are 
taking place. 


If the BNP is to achieve its target 
of 100 councillors it needs to 
win in half of these key seats. 
Most are concentrated in the 
West Midlands boroughs of 
Stoke-on-Trent, Sandwell 
and Dudley, the West 
Yorkshire councils of 
Bradford and Kirklees, 
and the East Lancashire 
authorities of Burnley, 
Blackburn and Pendle. 


Nick Lowles surveys 
some of the key battles _ 
across the countryand ~ 
tells readers how they 
can get involved in the SOUTH EAST 
crucial last week of 


campaigning ner A shocking write-up in the local paper following th 
._ ocking write-up i al pap ing the 
the anti-BNP vote. visit of Nick Griffin in early March has suddenly given 
Please note that the the BNP exposure and a real chance in the south coast 


wards mentioned here town. In 2003 there were only 19 votes ‘ 


are nota comprehensive separating the three main parties ona 
list of seats at risk of falling low turnout of 24%, two factors that will 


Iso help the BNP. 
to the BNP. sisal 


Pevensey (Bognor Regis) 


Clewer North (Windsor & Maidenhead) 
The BNP is fielding two candidates in this 
ward in the hope of exploiting disturbances 
late last year over a prayer room in a dairy 
owned by a local Muslim businessman. 


EASTERN 


West Thurrock and South Stifford 
(Thurrock) 

Last year the BNP finished only 

16 votes behind Labour. This time the 
BNP campaign is sure to be boosted 
by the choice of Ken Daly as 
candidate. Daly joined the BNP after 
the teenage killer of his son Ryan was 
released after serving only 14 months 
in jail out of a three and a half year 
sentence for manslaughter, only to be 
returned to prison a few weeks later 


for breaking his probation agreement. 


However, Daly is up against a well 
organised and determined Labour 
Party campaign. 


Rosedale (Broxbourne) 

BNP councillor Ramon Johns is 
defending his seat in a traditionally 
safe Conservative area. He has failed 
to make any meaningful impact as a 
councillor and in last year’s election 
the ward went heavily Conservative 
despite the BNP’s election chief Eddy 
Butler running the local campaign. 


Waltham Abbey Paternoster 
(Epping Forest) 

The BNP has not stood in this 
traditionally Conservative ward 
before but hopes to repeat its 
successes in nearby Loughton, where 
it now has six councillors. Capturing 
this seat from the Conservatives 
would make the BNP a strong force 
on a council that would probably end 
up in no overall control. 


SOUTH WEST 


Pickwick (Corsham 
Town Council) 

BNP regional officer 
Mike Howson is contesting this ward 
for both Corsham Town Council and 
North Wiltshire District council. 

A former army officer, he attracted 
media attention after he established 

a vigilante group to patrol the streets 
at night. He has been less keen to 
reveal that several local BNP members 
have recently been convicted of 
serious crimes. & 


EAST MIDLANDS 


Brinsley (Broxtowe) 
Sadie Graham will be : 
hoping to improve on Y 
the 43% she achieved = ~~ OF 
last time this council = 4g = 
seat was up in 2003. 1 

Since then she has become a Brinsley 
parish councillor and, as the BNP’s 
Group Development Officer, begun to 
adopt modern campaigning 
techniques such as street letters. 


Lough North Holme (East Linsdey) 
In the 2004 European elections the UK 
Independence Party and the BNP 
polled a combined 34.5% of the vote 
in East Linsdey. In this election, BNP 
candidate Robert Carghill finds 
himself in a straight fight with the 
sitting Liberal Democrat councillor. 
In neighbouring Horncastle ward the 
BNP candidate is among five people 
going after three council vacancies. 


WEST MIDLANDS 


Shard End (Birmingham) 
BNP candidate Richard 
Lumby will be hoping to 
unseat the incumbent lan 
Ward, deputy leader of the 
Labour group, in the most 
at risk ward in Birmingham. 
The BNP has tried to whip up tensions 
over a Home Office proposal to 
establish a new probation centre in 
the area, however, the BNP might find 
some of its votes slip away to the 
New Nationalist Party, which is 

also standing. 


Coseley East (Dudley) 

Last year the BNP was only 20 votes 
off winning this seat. Since then the 
ward has moved from lan Austin’s 
Dudley North constituency into Pat 
McFadden’s Wolverhampton South 
East, where the district Labour Party 
has adopted the approach of ignoring 
the BNP. The controversy about the 
planned Dudley mosque looms large 
over local politics but while the BNP 
has tried to take credit for the 
project's failure the real orchestrator 
was the UKIP, which is also standing 
in the ward. 


Princes End (Sandwell) 

The BNP is going for its third 
councillor in the ward but its chances 
might have lessened because of the 
shenanigans of Jamie Lloyd, one of 
the ward's existing councillors and 
BNP group leader. Earlier this year 
police petitioned for his pub to be 
closed after a succession of violent 
incidents following which Lloyd 
refused to cooperate with police. 


Longton North (Stoke-on-Trent) 
BNP councillor Steve Batkin is up for 
re-election but while he has proved a 
popular local representative the 
Labour Party won narrowly in the 
ward last year. This year the Labour 
candidate Mark Davis has been 
extremely active. Defeat in Longton 
North would be a bitter blow for 

the BNP. 


NORTH WEST 


Meadowhead (Blackburn with 
Darwen) 

Until last month this ward was the 
preserve of Mark Cotterill’s 
England First Party but his surprise 
resignation coupled with the EFP’s 

failure to stand a single candidate 
in this two-vacancy election means BNP 
candidate Nick Holt stands a strong chance 
of being elected. This is a turnaround for 
Holt and the BNP as he was recently the 
subject of an internal BNP disciplinary 
hearing. The Conservatives hold the ward's 
third seat but Labour scents an opportunity 
in what should be a traditional Labour area. 


Horsfield (Pendle) 

The BNP is fighting hard against the 
incumbent Liberal Democrat councillor 
Ann Kerrigan, a vocal anti-fascist. While the 
BNP will hope to build on its council victory 
in Pendle’s Marsden ward last year it is 
unclear what impact the Robert Cottage 
explosives trial will have on voters. 


Cliviger with Worsthorne (Burnley) 

BNP councillor Brian Turner has decided not 
to stand again and so this seat should return 
to the Conservatives quite comfortably. 
However, a key battle will be between 
England First Party candidate Steve Smith 
and local BNP organiser David Shapcott, 
who appears to be standing as a spoiler to 
prevent the EFP gaining a foothold in the 
borough. Not everyone in Burnley BNP 
welcomed Shapcott’s decision to stand 

and bad blood is certain to remain after 
this election. 


Chadderton South (Oldham) 
The BNP’s fortunes in Oldham have slumped 
badly in recent years but Chadderton South 
might produce a surprise. Martin Brierley, 
the local BNP organiser, is taking on Labour 
council leader David Jones. While Labour 
should win, Oldham has a long tradition of 
ousting council leaders and it must be 
remembered that in 2002 the BNP 
polled 35% in the ward. 
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NORTH EAST 


Leadgate (Derwentside) 

Former fuel protest leader Andrew Spence is standing for the 
BNP in an area that covers Consett, a former mining community 
that has been home to some of Britain’s most notorious 
skinheads such as Kev Turner. Spence has been busy leafleting 
but it is unlikely he has done enough to take the seat. 


Redhill (Sunderland) 

Redhill is one of the BNP’s Sunderland strongholds but its vote is likely to 
decline here as are the party’s fortunes across the city generally. 

BNP candidate lan Leadbitter faces competition from Julie Potter, the 
ex-partner of the BNP’s former Sunderland organiser John Martin, who is 
standing under the Britain First Party, a flag of convenience for the openly 
nazi November 9 Society. More significantly, the BNP is up against a slate 
of independents led by former Labour Party councillors and activists. 


YORKSHIRE & THE HUMBER 


Eccleshill (Bradford) 

The BNP was only 60 votes away from taking this seat last 
year. While it is one of the BNP’s strongest targets this time 
round, its candidate Jenny Sampson faces a more determined 
Liberal Democrat effort, which includes taking on the BNP 
head-on. Across Bradford, the anticipated BNP surge has so 
far not materialised. 


Heckmondwike (Kirklees) 

The BNP is going for its third councillor in this ward but is up against a far 
more organised Labour campaign under the stewardship of councillor 
David Sheard who is defending his seat. A Labour victory here will add 
weight to the knowledge that the BNP can be beaten in its strongest 
areas through a combination of a hardworking councillor and a strong 
anti-BNP campaign. 


‘Illingworth & Mixenden (Calderdale) 


Benefit cheat Richard Mulhall is up for re-election in what will be a tough 
contest. Last December Mulhall was convicted of falsely claiming 
jobseeker’s allowance and housing and council tax benefit though he has 
recently distributed a leaflet claiming it was all a misunderstanding and 
that he had tried to repay the money! Labour beat the BNP in a by- 
election in the ward two months ago but it will be another close contest. 


Keppel (Rotherham) 

Political chameleon Marlene Guest will hope to improve on her result last 
year and needs only a 2.6% swing to take the ward. However, Labour 
decisively beat the BNP in a council by-election in Rotherham West 
before Christmas so at least the local Labour Party is geared up to 
confronting the BNP. 


Darton West (Barnsley) 

The BNP will be hoping to leapfrog the Independent Group to take this 
once safe seat from Labour. Last year only 134 votes separated the three 
parties in this former mining area but this time the BNP has already 
distributed several leaflets in its bid to achieve the 4% swing it needs. 


Morley Town Council 

The BNP has put forward 12 candidates for Morley Town Council. If all of 
them got elected, the BNP would have control. While the BNP is highly 
unlikely to achieve this, it could well end up with a large group on the 
town council. Among the candidates is Chris Beverley, a Leeds city 
councillor for Morley South ward, whom Searchlight recently exposed 
attending a fascist conference in Germany. 


Searchlight 
needs your help 


Let your fingers do the talking 


With only days to go until the May local 
elections every ward is up for grabs. 
While the BNP poses a threat in 
100 wards, a third of them being 
considered very high risk, the far right 
party could also lose them all. 

The BNP is running a lacklustre campaign 
so in most wards the outcome will largely 


depend on what we do between now and 3 May. 


That is why Searchlight has linked together 
with the trade unions to establish a series of 
telephone banks across the country. We will be 
ringing identified anti-BNP voters and trade 
unionists and urging them out to vote. 

We have also encouraged the main political 
parties to use their members in London, where 
there are no elections, to twin up with their 
respective vulnerable wards across the country. 

We appreciate that everyone is busy, often 
involved in their own local campaigns, but if 
you can spend a few hours during election - 
week and on the election day itself your help 
will be gratefully received and could make a 
real difference. 

Wherever in the country you live, whatever 
your circumstances, there is something you 
can do. 

We are particularly targeting people in 
London. In 12 months’ time the BNP has a real 
chance of capturing a seat in the London 
Assembly. Whether it does will partly depend on 
its performance this year in the local elections 
and the elections for the Welsh Assembly and 
Scottish Parliament. 

Searchlight believes that it is no good 
moaning about the growth of the BNP after the 
event if we have not done everything in our 
ability to prevent the fascists’ rise. This is why we 
are urging you to make one final effort to help 
defeat the BNP. At this late stage of an election 
campaign few people are going to switch their 
political allegiances — it is all about which 
parties can turn out their voters. 


BRADFORD & & LEEDS 


LIVERPOOL 2 & MANCHESTER 


@ pverey 


SANDWELL 2S BIRMINGHAM 


ESSEX 


LONDON 


If you can help at any of the locations highlighted 
below then please email me at: nick@stopthebnp.org.uk 
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Putting England First 
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David Williams surveys the rest o 


The United Kingdom 
Independence Party 


UNDOUBTEDLY THE - greatest 
obstacle to the BNP’s success is the 
United Kingdom Independence Party 
(UKIP). The UKIP’s problem is that it 
finds it hard to carve out an identity for 
itself outside the cycle of European 
elections and is therefore rather less of a 
threat to the BNP in local elections than 
at a European level. 

Promising to “re-empower and rebuild 
democracy”, the UKIP announced that 
it intended to put up 1,001 candidates, 
three times the number it fielded in 2006 
(319). However, it seems the UKIP has 
fallen rather short of this. Despite this 
setback Nigel Farage, UKIP’s leader, is 
hoping that his party can overcome its 
recent poor performance at a local level 
to increase its share of the vote in the 
seats it contests to 20%. 

Despite trying hard to broaden the 
breadth and appeal of the UKIP’s 
platform, Farage appears rather sanguine 
about his party’s prospects, admitting 
that he is not expecting it to return more 
than 15 extra councillors. Nevertheless 
the UKIP has invested significant 
time and money in trying to shake 
off its image as a “single-issue” party, 
developing a raft of policies including 
the devolution of local financial power to 
town halls. Whether this will register 
with the electorate remains to be seen 
but the UKIP is clearly using the 
local elections as a springboard 
towards gaining national 
recognition, enabling it finally 
to capitalise on the success it 
achieved in the 2004 European 
elections. 

Although the UKIP is often 
written off as little more than a 
Tory ginger-group it claims that 
in fact it gains a_ higher 
percentage of votes in Labour- 
held seats and has set about ¢% 
targeting such seats rather 
than Conservative-held ones. 


Nigel Farage 
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The England First Party 


Mm DESPITE THE SHOCK 
} departure of Mark Cotterill, 
the England First Party’s 
leader, and the EFP’s only 
other councillor, Michael 
Johnson, the EFP is 
continuing to soldier 
on with Steve Smith, 
the former Burnley 
BNP organiser, at the 
helm. Smith, who was 
jailed for electoral fraud 
in 2001, is now eligible to 
stand for election again 
and is making the most of 


the opportunity. 
The EFP is putting 
up three candidates in 


its Blackburn stronghold. 
However, follwing the 
resignation of the borough’s 
two EFP councillors, whose 
seats the EFP is not 
contesting, the BNP now 
scents blood and the serial 
BNP loser Nicholas Holt is taking 
advantage of Cotterill’s departure to 
stand in Meadowhead. Curiously, neither 
the BNP nor the EFP is standing in 
Johnson's former ward of Fernhurst. 


But the BNP is not having things all its 


above: Steve Smith 
below: Michael Johnson and and Mark Cotterill 


own way. Smith is taking the EFP back 
into Burnley to challenge the BNP in the 
northern stronghold he is credited with 
helping to create. Smith is standing 
against his successor as BNP organiser, 
David Shapcott, in the key target 
ward of Cliviger with Worsthorne, 
splitting the far-right vote. Smith 
has been working the ward hard 
in recent months with a number 
of different leaflets. Simon 
Bennett, another former BNP 
veteran, is standing, unopposed 
by the BNP, in the Queensgate 
ward while Paul Frankland is 
standing for the EFP in Clitheroe 
in the Ribble Valley. 


The English Democrats 


THE ENGLISH DEMOCRATS (ED) 
first dipped their toes in the electoral waters in 
2003 with a solitary candidate. Three years 
later the party is fielding 120 candidates in 
almost every part of England, including 
in Kent, Hampshire, Sussex, Bradford and 
Calderdale. The total includes candidates in 
the Welsh Assembly elections in various 
constituencies in Monmouthshire and on the 
South East Wales regional list, on a platform of 
“letting Monmouthshire decide”. 

The party resolutely rejects the “far right” 
tag, and with good justification, indeed a 
number of its candidates are Asian, however 
Richard Langford, the ED candidate in 
Brighouse, Calderdale, is a cause for concern. 
Although he is competing against the BNP’s 
Jane Shooter, which will inevitably dent the 
BNP vote, Langford was until little more than 
a year ago an active BNP member himself. 
He left after a row. Despite his apparent 
conversion Langford remains a 
“sustaining member” — he 
regularly gives money to 
_ the neo-Nazi Stormfront 
. website hosted in 
, the United States by 
* former Klan boss Don 
» Black. If he is elected 
, Langford would dou- 

btlessly be courted by 

his old friends to rejoin 


the flock. 


Richard Langford 


New Nationalist Party 


SHARON EBANKS, the former BNP organiser 


her New National Party (NNP). Despite boasting 
that she was going to field a full slate in 
Birmingham Ebanks has only managed to muster 
four candidates in the city. Two of these, however, 
are in the BNP target wards of Kingstanding, 
where Ebanks was wrongly declared elected as a 
BNP councillor last year, and Shards End. 

If that were not bad enough for the BNP, the 
National Front is also fielding candidates in 
both wards, which threatens not only to split the 


is it expected to achieve much. 


was kicked out after questioning Griffin’s authority and 
financial probity, has put forward six candidates for 


far-right vote three ways but also to turn the whole 
affair into a circus. The NNP’s other two candidates are 
in North Tyneside and Teesside, though in neither case 


Sharon Ebanks 


British First Party/November 9th Society 


RATHER SURPRISINGLY the November 9th Society, the 
impecunious Hitlerite sect led by Kevin Quinn, is fielding 
two candidates, both in the North East. John Martin, the 
former Sunderland BNP organiser (2001-2003), and his 
former partner Julie Potter are standing in St Annes and 
Redhill respectively. The BNP’s present Sunderland organiser 4 
Ian Leadbitter is also standing in Redhill and Potter’s ‘ 
opposition caused fury in the BNP which has gone to great 
lengths to denigrate Martin, not least because the 
November 9th Society will undoubtedly reap 

some benefit from the confusion sown by its 

cosmetic name change among those who were 

intending to vote BNP. 


Kevin Quinn 


The National Front 
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AS WELL AS standing in Kingstanding and Shard 
End, the NF has a third candidate in Birmingham, 
in South Yardley. In the rest of the country the NF is 
very thin on the ground. It has solitary candidates in 
South Bedfordshire and in Broxbourne, where the 
long-time NF activist John Cope will split the far- 
right vote in Cheshunt North. 

Party chairman Tom Holmes is standing in his 
hometown of Great Yarmouth. His canvassing 
earlier this year earned Holmes a court-imposed 
curfew after he was found guilty of racially abusing a 
householder who objected to having NF literature 
pushed through her letterbox. The party’s prospects 


Tom Holmes look as remote as ever. 


The British People’s Party 


THE EVER SHAMBOLIC British People’s Party 
(BPP) is not standing in this year’s local elections. 
It claimed it had intended to stand in Hartlepool and 
Bramley, Leeds, but stood aside when it heard that 
the BNP was standing in those wards. Indeed the 
BPP has now, to the mild irritation of the BNP and 
the widespread derision of almost everybody else, 
declared a “truce” with the BNP. 

This is very magnanimous of the BPP but it is 
more likely that the party’s non- ; 
intervention in the May elections is 
down to its inability to get its act 
together in time for the close of 
nominations, given its recent problems 
in fulfilling orders, producing its 
newsletter or doing anything at all really 
other than ranting on the internet. 


who 


BPP adviser Eddy Morrison 


2007 local elections 


By Nick Lowles 


cross the country people have 
been galvanised into activity, 
far more this year than before. 
Sometimes, as in Sandwell, 
people have mainly come out for large- 
scale activities, but more often than not 
it has been small groups of committed 
people working tirelessly in their local 
communities. 

Partly people have been spurred 
on by the growing threat of the BNP. 
But it is also clear that the positive 
Hope not Hate campaign message, 
coupled with the joint Mirror/ 
Searchlight bus tour, has raised the 
profile of the anti-fascist campaign and 
persuaded people to get involved. 

“We are in a much better position than 
we were this time last year,” says 
Bradford-based Paul Meszaros. “We have 
fewer activists out regularly but there are 
far more people taking material away to 
deliver in their own time.” 

The facts back this up. By the Easter 
weekend, over 35,000 Searchlight 
newspapers had been distributed or 
taken away, leaving only another 10,000 
to do. Last year, Bradford activists were 
still distributing the newspaper in the 
final week of the campaign. 

“This frees us up to now do more 
targeted work,” adds Paul. 

It is the same story elsewhere in the 
country. Fewer people turned up for 
the day of action in Burnley but most of 


Hope not Hate mobilises across the country 


the 20,000 newspapers had been 
allocated by the Easter weekend. 

In Oldham, where the decline of the 
BNP has been matched with a drop in 
anti-fascist activists, 41 people turned 
up for the Day of Action to distribute 
the locally produced Oldham Voice. 


Days of Action 

The Day of Action has still been the 
approach adopted for most of the larger 
anti-BNP activities. All records were 
broken in Sandwell when 221 people 
delivered a staggering 45,000 news- 
papers in one day. 

“It has been one of the greatest 
anti-fascist events I have ever been 
involved in,” said local MP Tom Watson. 
His views were reflected in the many 
emails Searchlight received thanking us 
for our help. 

In neighbouring Dudley a week 
earlier, 50 people delivered 18,000 
newspapers. Last year there were 
110 people but they only distributed 
25,000 newspapers. 

Local MP Ian Austin, thanking local 
volunteers, said: “Every single person 
who the campaign persuades to vote 
against the BNP will help make Dudley 
and our country a better place. 

“Once again, thanks ever so much 
for all your help and enthusiasm. 
Exposing the truth about the BNP to 
over 18,000 households in Dudley is a 


lan Austin MP (far left) joins local campaigners in Dudley 
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Representatives from all the main political parties sign 


massive achievement of which everyone 
should be very proud.” 

In Stoke-on-Trent, where it has been 
hard to get large numbers out, about 80 
people came through the doors at some 
stage during the Day of Action there. 

The emergence of the BNP in new 
areas of the country has led to the 
formation of new groups and coalitions. 
In Bognor Regis, a local Together group 
came together in response to four BNP 
candidates in Arun. 

Its founding statement summed up its 
purpose. “Bognor Together is a group of 
local people who reject hatred and 
prejudice. We aim to share a spirit of 
understanding and tolerance among all 
people whatever their disability, sexuality, 
ethnicity, faith, culture, gender or age. 

“Bognor Regis has a long and proud 
history of welcoming a wide variety 
of people as visitors and residents. 
Our town depends on_ everyone 
working together and only by being 
outward looking can we make sure that 
the town flourishes.” 

In the North West an astonishing 
amount of literature has been dis- 
tributed in new areas such as Blackpool 
and Carlisle. Old groups have been 
resurrected, such as in the Ribble Valley, 


up to Hope not Hate 
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and other local campaigns, such as in 
Blackburn, have been _ rejuvenated. 
In Bolton, where the BNP has put up 
one candidate for the first time, 23 
people came out for the first activity of 
the local anti-racist group and finished 
their work in one day. This has left 
them free to offer their services to 
neighbouring campaigns. 


Welsh Friends of Searchlight 
Wales has seen a huge anti-BNP 
campaign, organised through Welsh 
Friends of Searchlight (WFOS). 
A launch in Cardiff attracted 80 people 
in late March, including representatives 
from Plaid Cymru, Labour, the Liberal 
Democrats and the Conservatives, as 
well as from Searchlight, the Muslim 
Council for Wales, the Valleys Race 
Equalities Council and Wales TUC. 
This was used as a springboard for 
further activity. 

On 29 March over 60 people turned 
up to the launch meeting of a North 
Wales section of WFOS. All the 
main political parties, including the 
Conservatives, took part. 

The meetings were followed up by 
the distribution of tens of thousands of 
the Welsh edition of the Searchlight 


above: Billy Bragg performs to activists in Stoke-on-Trent 
below: Wigan and TUC activists sign the North West Hope not Hate flag 
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newspaper. We even received reports 
that 500 newspapers had been delivered 
in the village where Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, lives. 

The campaign has reached new 
heights. As Searchlight goes to press 
all the main political parties have agreed 
to make Sunday 22 April a Hope not 
Hate day. 

“This is in response to the British 
National Party standing in every 
regional list seat for the upcoming 
National Assembly for Wales elections,” 
one WFOS spokesperson told us. 

“It is a unique gesture, and perhaps 
even a first in UK political history, 
that leaders of Welsh Labour, Welsh 
Conservatives, Plaid, the Welsh Liberal 
Democrats and other parties have all 
agreed to make April 22nd a special day 
in the Assembly election campaign. 

“It will be a unique opportunity 
where all mainstream political parties 
and their candidates can lay down their 
arms for a short while and jointly call 
for a Wales built on tolerance, respect 


and equality.” 


Political parties up their game 
Searchlight has also been encouraged by 
the growing participation of the main- 


stream political parties, all of whom 
seem to be taking the BNP threat more 
seriously. While there are still some who 
continue to bury their heads in the sand, 
most recognise the danger and are 
dealing with it appropriately. 

The Labour Party in Kirklees has 
radically transformed its position from 
largely ignoring the BNP to 
confronting it. In the Batley & Spen 
and Dewsbury constituencies the 
Labour Party has continued to promote 
its own candidates and policies, but has 
distributed hard-hitting anti-BNP 
leaflets in both constituencies. 

The Liberal Democrats have also 
adopted a more aggressive approach, led 
by the Association of Liberal Democrat 
Councillors. The campaign in the 
Brunshaw ward in Burnley is now 
promoted as a model operation in a 
BNP target. 

Of course, there are still many places 
where the quality of councillors is poor 
and local political parties inactive or 
complacent but we are seeing progress. 

Whether all this is enough to prevent 
major BNP gains in May remains to be 
seen but many people, as individuals 
and collectively, are trying their very 
best to prevent that happening. ~= 
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NORTH EAST: anti-BNP campaign 


By Mike Hartman 


NINETY-SIX BNP CANDIDATES 
are contesting local elections across 
the North East region on 3 May. 
This unprecedented figure for the region 
has been assembled by Ken Booth, the 
BNP’s  Newcastle-based regional 
organiser and unemployed father of ten. 
Booth assumed command after Griffin 
sacked the regions long-standing 
organiser Kevin Scott last autumn. 
Scott has retained some semblance of 
importance through his nominal 
directorship of Civil Liberty, currently 
under investigation by the 
Electoral Commission following 
allegations that it is channelling 
money into the BNP from abroad, 
contrary to electoral legislation. 

Booth’s publicly stated aim is to 
field a full slate of candidates 
across Tyneside in 2008. Given 
this year’s figure, this aim is 
aspirational. The low calibre of the 
candidates and the dearth of 
campaigning in Newcastle and 
North Tyneside do not augur well 
for the BNP’s results. A robust 
and locally grounded anti-BNP 
campaign in the West End of 
Newcastle in the run-up to the 
arrival of the Hope Not Hate bus 
in the city meant that key wards 
were covered before the BNP had 
done anything. 

Despite Booth’s claims that 
South Tyneside would - see 
candidate numbers in double 
figures, he only managed to 
persuade half a dozen to stand. 
Missing from the list is Charles 
Schmidt aka Godwinson, mod- 
erator of the nazi Stormfront 
discussion board, who has 
represented the BNP in the past. 
Godders has literally run away to 
sea, much to the merriment of his 
former National Front comrades. 

Gateshead Unites against the 
BNP has been active in 
distributing leaflets across the 
borough. Here too, activity by the 
13 BNP candidates has been 
patchy. Scott was one of the first 
off the blocks in Deckham ward. 
George Bainbridge in Lobley Hill 
and Bensham produced a leaflet 
featuring the unauthorised use of a 


photograph of an elderly woman who 
died following a mugging. Booth was 
forced to apologise to her family and 
that particular leaflet disappeared. 

In Sunderland a full slate of BNP 
candidates has presented itself for the 
ritual humiliation of getting nowhere 
for the fourth time in succession. 
The vast majority of the 25 are, as usual, 
paper candidates. We confidently 
predict that Sunderland BNP’s city- 
wide vote will slip once again as a 
result of the appearance of a raft 
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of independent candidates, some of 
them former Labour party members 
and councillors. 

John Martin, whom Scott sacked as 
Sunderland organiser in 2003 following 
attempts to resolve some unsavoury 
allegations within the party branch, has 
resurfaced as candidate for the openly 
nazi November 9th Society/Britain First 
Party. His friend, Julie Potter, is standing 
in the same ward as the current BNP 
organiser Ian Leadbitter’s. Bizarrely, the 
BNP has claimed on its website that 
Martin is working for Tyne and 
Wear Anti Fascist Association 
(TWAFA), as well as making 
similar unsubstantiated claims 
about some of the independent 
candidates, including Patrick 
Lavelle, a former Sunderland 
Echo journalist. 

County Durham has seen a 
sharp increase in BNP candidates, 
especially in Sedgefield which has 
16. North East Unites against the 
BNP has liaised with local anti- 
fascists and trade unions to 
combat this threat. The BNP’s 
D-list celebrity, Andrew Spence 
of the People’s Fuel Lobby, is 
the partys only candidate 
in Derwentside where he has 
only distributed generic national 
leaflets. 

Anti-fascists in Darlington 
have been busy opposing the 
BNP there and in Newton 
Aycliffe. Maverick fascist Trevor 
Agnew, who began the year as a 
member of the England First 
Party and very much an ex-BNP 
man, rejoined the BNP despite 
uncomplimentary | comments 
from his former EFP comrades. 

The motor of anti-BNP 
activity in the North East is 
the trade union movement. 
The Hope Not Hate fortnight 
provided a timely backdrop 
to activity. Nevertheless, we 
recognise that, even though the 
BNP will probably make no 
gains in the region this year, the 
networks that we are constantly 
building and extending will 
serve us well for next year 
and beyond. ~= 


LUTON: Blackham’s Bootboys on the move 


The British National Party has put forward only two candidates in Luton. Although the 
large Home Counties town has many similarities with areas where the BNP has 
attracted strong voting support, until now what far-right activity there has been has 
come from the minuscule National Front. 


LUTON, JUST NORTH of London, 
enjoys a remarkably cohesive 
community despite being home to a 
population that is ethnically diverse and 
subject to considerable socio-economic 
disadvantage. In the early part of this 
decade when the BNP was stirring up 
trouble in Oldham and other towns 
with a similar profile, Luton escaped 
such tensions — so much so that the 


Audit Commission undertook an 
enquiry into the reasons for its 
harmonious community _ relations. 


Apart from the mature leadership of 
minority ethnic communities and the 
stabilising effect of particular high- 
achieving schools, an important factor — 
not mentioned — was the absence of 
any sustained organisation from the 
National Front and BNP. 

Whereas the NF can be dismissed as a 
mere rump in most of the country, 
Hemel Hempstead, in Hertfordshire, 
shows the ability of the corpse to 
twitch in a particularly nasty way. 
When membership is down to three 
figures it doesn't take Terry Blackham, 
the NF’s national activities organiser, 
very long to do the rounds of his 
supporters. In Hemel Hempstead he 
found an enthusiastic ally in one Simon 
“Joey” Deacon, who belies his articulate 
persona with a CV that combines 
football violence, escort agency manage- 
ment and a newly found role as parish 
councillor for the village of Markyate. 

Hero-worship of Blackham resulted 
in Deacon recruiting a clutch of teenage 
misfits from nearby Luton, collectively 
known as “Blackham’s Bootboys”. 
When you are 17 you don't have much 
time for procedural motions at branch 
meetings, so the promise of street 
activity was enough to win over two 
young BNP members, Chris Brennan 
and Robert Sheddock. 

As local NF member Erik Hammond 
put it to a colleague: “We still have 
strong local links with the BNP through 
two of our Luton members, Chris and 
Rob, who were both in the BNP once. 
Persuading the BNP to go ‘where the 
action is’ has worked to some extent. 
Chris was gained as a member from 
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Terry Blackham (left) leads a National Front march 


such methods.” 

This local group of activists showed 
great enthusiasm for attending Blood 
and Honour concerts, training camps at 
places such as Bracklesham Bay on the 
south coast and vigils at Speakers’ 
Corner for white victims of racial 
attacks. Subsequent YouTube postings 
featured Nazi salutes, a parade 
of- weapons and the desecration of 
Holocaust memorials. 

Members of Blackham’s Bootboys 
were enthusiastic posters on internet 
forums ranging from those aligned to 
the NF to the international hate site 
Odinsreich. There Brennan rants on 
about a Jewish conspiracy, Hammond 
has fantasies about establishing a 
national socialist society and Sheddock 
lists his interests as: “Special Brew and 
starting fights with gooks cos’ i’m bigger 
than them and living up to my duties as 
a blackham bootboy”. 

With much activity aimed at street 
level, the NF was a very inconsistent 
electoral machine. By-elections near 
Hemel were well contested, with 
Deacon picking up 7% in the Warner’s 
End by-election of 2006. But when it 
came to the May 2007 elections, the 
BNP, until now dormant in the town, 
saw an opportunity to sweep up 
whatever fascist support existed 
through a carefully planned series of 
secret meetings. Brennan and Sheddock 
were wooed back to the BNP through 
meetings that featured hardline BNP 


speakers such as Richard Edmonds, 
Nick Griffin and Mark Collett. 

The BNP co-ordinated Luton affairs 
from afar, sweeping aside local activists 
such as Peter Fehr in favour of the 
Milton Keynes organiser Jim Wood. 
Early brave declarations about standing 
in Lewsey Farm did not however 
materialise, as whispers got round that 
the BNP was having considerable 
trouble finding candidates. 

So, when push came to shove and 
nomination deadlines loomed, a quick 
look around the room showed only two 
lads willing to stand — Sheddock and 
Brennan. Local anti-fascists are quick to 
point out the violent and extremist pasts 
of both candidates, but are also wary of 
under-estimating their dedication to 
the cause. Brennan in particular has 
already shown himself to be remarkably 
articulate when put under pressure by 
local journalists and is said to be 
building a solid reputation within the 
party membership. 

Despite their odious politics, local 
anti-fascists choose not to focus their 
anger on these two _ youngsters, 
misguided and dangerous as they are. 

Real contempt is reserved for their 
adult svengalis, Wood in the BNP and 
Deacon in the NF, sitting in their far- 
off rural bunkers pulling the strings 
while staying remote from the urban 
battleground and the consequences 
that threaten to disturb this model 
community of cohesion. ~= 
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BNP under eet by Electoral Commission 


Electoral Commission representatives (left) pose for the camera with Sadie Graham, the BNP’s group development officer. 
The BNP later removed this picture from its website 


THE BNP HAS again come under 
investigation by the — Electoral 
Commission on suspicion of setting up 
a front organisation to raise money 
from US supporters contrary to British 
election law. 

Officers from Scotland Yard's 
domestic extremism desk took up 
the case after The Guardian, using 
information from Searchlight, exposed 
links between the BNP and_ its 
fundraising group Civil Liberty. 
A police spokeswoman confirmed 
that a file had been passed to the 
Electoral Commission. 

Since 2001 it has been illegal for 
political parties to accept donations of 
more than £200 from individuals not 


registered to vote in the UK. 
Searchlight first asked the Electoral 
Commission to investigate the BNP 
in 2005 after Nick Griffin, the party 
leader, spoke about building a 
successful nationalist movement at 
an international conference in New 
Orleans organised by David Duke, the 
former Ku Klux Klan leader. Pointing 
out that it was against the law for 
Americans to give money to the BNP, 
he told them they could however 
throw money at Civil Liberty, an 
organisation that helps members of 
the BNP. That is within the law, Griffin 
said, adding that “the law is an ass”. 
After several months the Electoral 
Commission informed Searchlight that 


in its view no offence had been 
committed. When we complained 
again the following year, we did not 
even receive a reply. 

Meanwhile Electoral Commission 
is happy to attend BNP meetings. 
This year representatives have given 
presentations to two meetings of 
BNP activists in Wales and one in 
Newcastle upon Tyne. After the 
Newcastle seminar the BNP website 
published a picture of the Electoral 
Commission officers posing for the 
camera but later removed _ it. 
The website and the party's news- 
paper, The Voice of Freedom, has also 
crowed about the “respectability” such 
events confer upon the party. 


Apartheid exiles - appeal for information 


Over the past two issues of Searchlight we have revealed the activities of a few South African pro-apartheid exiles 
in the UK who have linked up with the BNP. One of them had first featured in Searchlight in a three-part exposé in 


July to September 1996. 


Asa result we have received further information about former terrorists from apartheid South Africa who were 
allowed to settle in this country, including killers and bombers. 
After the overthrow of apartheid the new South Africa came under attack from white supremacist terrorists. 


They were defeated but more recently there has again been a rise in violence and plots against the free South 
African government within and outside the country. 
We know our investigations have only scratched the surface and we would welcome any more information — 
about former apartheid activists living here and any political organisations with which they have become 
involved. It would be treated in the strictest confidence. | 


BNP vigilantes claim credit for 
police work 


THE BNP HAS made a big thing about putting its own 
“oatrols” on the streets of two small towns in Wiltshire to 
“tackle anti-social behaviour”. In both Corsham and Calne 
the BNP claimed that crime was out of control and the 
police were doing nothing. 

The first week in Corsham the BNP vigilantes reported 
smugly that they saw no sign of the police. The second 
week they had to admit that the police were indeed 
doing their job and had a “visible presence’. 

When the BNP in Calne announced it would copy the 
Corsham patrols, Calne police were quick to point out 
that this could only make the town’s problems worse. 
Inspector Gavin Williams said, “What people don't 
realise is that we will have to police the patrols to make 
sure nothing untoward is happening. This will distract 
us from other jobs meaning we won't be able to do what 
we should be getting on with.’ 

Calne is not far from Swindon where the BNP has done 
its best to promote racial terror. In January the BNP 
Wiltshire group “fund holder” Mark Bulman_ was 
sentenced to five years in prison for trying to set fire to 
Swindon mosque last August. He had used a BNP leaflet 
as the fuse for a Molotov cocktail that failed to ignite. 

Back in Corsham a report from a BNP patrol over the 
Easter weekend revealed that, far from tackling crime, 
they achieve nothing at all. The BNP vigilantes had come 
across “over 20 young people ... drinking alcohol and 


‘larking about’ ... vomiting over walls and the pavement, 
and verbally abusing passers by”. 


And what did the BNP do about it? “We were shocked at 
the lack of policing”. That's it. They could not even be 
bothered to report the incident so the police could come 
and deal with it. All the BNP wanted to do was to make 
political capital out of it. 

The following weekend the BNP reported that its patrols 
found “the police dealing with incidents of anti-social 
behaviour” so “we monitored the situation in the town’. 
Outrageously the BNP claimed the credit. A BNP member 
has just become a Corsham town councillor in an 
unopposed election so “Corsham BNP representatives 
attended council meetings and meetings with the police. 
Consequently we can now report something positive on the 
law and order front.’ 

In other words, the BNP complains and condemns the 
police when its vigilantes fail to come across them on 
the streets and claim the credit when they do. 


NF gains parish councillor 


THE MINUSCULE 
National Front has followed 
the BNP in _ targeting 
uncontested parish council 
elections. Simon Deacon has 
been elected unopposed in 
Markyate near Luton after 
proposing himself on _ his 
nomination form. He is also 
standing for Dacorum 
Borough Council, which 
covers the Hemel Hempstead 
and St Albans area, in 
Grovehill ward where he faces 
opposition from the three 
main parties. 

His first action was to call a 
“public forum” at Heathfield 
Lower School, Luton, on 28 
April, at which Derek 
Godfrey, who is standing for 
the NF in South Bedfordshire, 
was also to be present “to take 
any questions”. 


All schools are required 
to have an anti-racism policy. 
Many community organisa- 
tions refuse to provide 
facilities to racist organis- 
ations because such lettings 
contravene their objects. 
It seems likely that the NF 
used Deacon’s status as a 
parish councillor to obtain the 
letting. However both Deacon 
and the ten BNP town and 
parish councillors who walked 
unopposed into office are 
racists and nazis first and 
public office holders only 
second. Meetings such as this 
one are nazi __ political 
gatherings and nothing to do 
with exercising the functions 
of a councillor. Schools and 
other community bodies are 
not under any obligation to 
provide facilities. 


Fraudster stands as BNP candidate 


AS IF THE BNP did not have 
enough councillors — with 
criminal convictions, one of the 
party’s candidates in Barnsley, 
Yorkshire, turns out to be a 
disgraced former magistrate 
with a conviction for fraud. 

Nick Parker, who is 
contesting Dodworth ward, 
was fined £450 by Wakefield 
magistrates for forging a 
document from a financial 
firm which stated an insurance 
policy was worth less than its 
true value. The matter came to 
light during an acrimonious 
divorce. As a result of the 
conviction the Department of 
Constitutional Affairs threw 
him off the bench. 


Parker was an independent 
councillor in Dodworth at the 
time of his conviction but 
stood down from the Barnsley 
Independent Group shortly 
afterwards, blaming town hall 
political games for his 


resignation, and did not 
defend his seat in 2006. 
He told the Barnsley 


Chronicle that he agrees with 
every single part of the BNP 
manifesto, adding: “My views 
haven't changed in many a year. 
There wasn't a party that I 
could agree with in Barnsley, 
but then the BNP came along.” 

No doubt the BNP 
welcomed this fraudster with 
open arms. 


Asylum seeker and baby suffer sexual assault 


AN ALGERIAN ASYLUM 
seeker was sexually assaulted 
as she took her baby son out in 
his pram in what police 


‘believe was a racially mot- 


ivated attack. 

The attack happened near 
Yoker in Glasgow at 4.30pm 
on 3 April. A group of at least 
four white men threw stones 
at the mother and baby and 
kicked her. One man, 
described as between 20 and 
25 years old, then exposed 


himself and sexually assaulted 
the woman. He then assaulted 
the child and tried to perform 
an indecent act on him. 
Detective Inspector Andy 
McWilliam, of Strathclyde 
Police, said: “This was a 
particularly harrowing ordeal 
for the woman and her son.” 
He hoped others in the group 
of attackers would have been 
disgusted with the sexual 
element and would help the 
police identify the attacker. 
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Letters 
from Malta 


By David Williams 


obert Dewar likes to holiday in 
Malta. Twice a year if he can. 
And why not, it’s a beautiful 
country. Well it would be were 
it not for all the “monkeys” arriving on 
its shores. That’s what Norman Lowell 
thinks anyway. Dewar, a_ British 
National Party member and frequent 
writer of letters to the BNP’s website, is 
“proud” to call Lowell “a friend”. 

Lowell is a retired banker and founder 
of the 400-strong Viva Malta party, not 
to mention talisman of its “philosophical” 
offshoot Imperium Europa. 

He is something of a record breaker 
in Malta. In the past hundred years of 
Maltese history there have been only 
four cases of crimes motivated by “hate” 
and Lowell has been charged with two 
of them. 

Lowell holds some very interesting 
views on race, a witches’ brew of ideas 
rehashed from Spearhead, magazine of 
the late John Tyndall, founder of the 
BNP, and the ravings of the late 
William Pearce, leader of the US nazi 
group, the National Alliance. 

He might well be Dewar’s “friend” but 
Lowell’s views are certainly at odds with 
the image the BNP likes to promote 
nowadays. In his book Credo: The Book 
for the Very Few (1997) Lowell, who 
seems to believe himself to be the 
very embodiment of the Nietzschean 
superman, vents his spleen against the 
“nternational-manipulators” who stand 


| Investigation. 


Norman Lowell (centre) with Arlette Baldacchino of Viva Malta to his left 


behind a vast global conspiracy whose 
hidden hand can be detected in most 
contemporary and historical events. 
He means the Jews of course. But just 
in case this was too subtle a hint, Lowell's 
antisemitic ranting reaches new heights 
when he gets onto the subject of the 
Holocaust or the “holy hoax” as he calls it. 
To put it mildly Lowell seems to have a 
bit of a bee in his bonnet about the Jews. 

And don't even get him started on the 
question of North African immigration 
to Malta for which Lowell has his own 
“solution”. It-seems to revolve around 
armed guards and something that 
sounds suspiciously like the construc- 
tion of concentration camps. 

In a recent letter to the BNP’s 
monthly magazine Identity Dewar called 
on the BNP to support Lowell and his 
fellow Maltese “patriots” who have 
suffered “a wave of politically motivated 
arrests” by the Maltese government. 
But look closer. Lowell and his followers 
are not being “persecuted” at all. Rather 
they are the subject of a prolonged and 
perfectly legitimate police investigation 
into a range of offences including a wave 
of fire bombings against property 
belonging to the Jesuit Refugee Service. 


In memoriam Maurice Ludmer 


IF MAURICE LUDMER, our former editor and comrade, were alive today, 
he would be overjoyed at the Hope not Hate campaign and the massive 
support of the trade union movement for Searchlight. Throughout his life 
Maurice strove to build a trade union movement that looked out for the 


interests of all people. As a result of his work alongside the Indian Workers 


Association to organise thousands of its members into the trade unions, 
Maurice’s memory remains dear to those new communities, his name still 


uttered with love and respect. - 


As we grow older we need to make sure the younger generations know 
what Maurice meant to their families and fellow trade unionists in their 
struggle for racial equality and justice and a fair deal in the workplace. 

When the Hope Not Hate bus made its historic journey around the 
UK in March and April Maurice’s inspiration travelled with it every mile 
of the way. 

Salud, brother. The fight goes on. 


The Jesuits must have done something 
pretty bad to incur such wrath? Surely? 
No. In fact the only reason Malta's 
fascists have targeted them is for helping 
refugees, many of them destitute and the 
majority of them with no desire to be in 
Malta in the first place. 

When he was in Malta in March 
2006 Dewar, “who is fully aware of the 
problems associated with a clash of 
cultures as he spent most of his life 
living in South Africa” according to 
Viva Malta’s website, addressed one of 
Lowell's functions. Lowell and _ his 
minions meanwhile have often 
addressed functions of the New Right 
in the past, where Lowell has spoken 
alongside the BNP “philosopher” 
Jonathan Bowden. 

On British soil the BNP likes to 
cultivate a “moderate” image but just 
look at its friends abroad and you will 
see the real picture. Malta is a long way 
from leafy Buckinghamshire where 
Dewar lives and it is unlikely that its 
residents would have much sympathy 
for the hardline Nazism and Holocaust 
denial of his “friend” Norman Lowell. 
It doesnt seem to bother Dewar 
though. ~= 


Home news 


One step forward, four steps back... fall over 


By Matthew Collins 


SOMETIMES ONE CAN forget that 
the far right in this country is overladen 
with cranks, nutters and clowns. 
They are of course dangerous when 
unchecked, which is why Searchlight has 
existed so long, but sometimes it is they 
and not us who need to remember that 
they are a long way from coming 
to power. 

Take the British People’s Party for 
instance. Led by Redwatch webmaster 
and poisonous dwarf Kevin Watmough, 
the BPP is credited with being the 
forerunner of the “White Lightening 
Revolution”, a fascist in-joke about their 
penchant for drinking and childish 
behaviour. The BPP recently hosted a 
meeting that was addressed by the rather 
unpleasant Lady Michelle Renouf, who 
turns up just about anywhere there is a 
bit of good old-fashioned Jew baiting 
and Holocaust denial. 

So delighted was the BPP to secure 
such a high-calibre speaker, that the 
chair of the meeting (aka “the Saltdean 
sofa-soaker”) got himself into such a 
drunken stupor in the pub beforehand, 
he actually vomited during the meeting. 
This was after a fight at the bar and 
apparently, God forbid, a female 
member of the audience was groped. So 
amusing was the whole scene that it 
even made the Australian press. Still, all 
publicity is good publicity, isn’t it? 

Unable to field any candidates for the 
May elections, the BPP’s national 
adviser, Eddy Morrison, has declared 
that the BPP is instead focusing on 
the four steps the party has identified 
it needs to take to come to power. 
Apparently, they are currently only 
on the first step, which is to drum 
up publicity for the building of a 
mass (presumably drunk) movement. 
It seems easier for the BPP to follow 
its four steps than ever to contemplate 
the ten steps recommended for beating 
alcoholism. 

Talking of boozing, the BNP’s press 
wizard (who compares himself to Ian 
Fleming), the rather boorish Stuart 
Russell, doesn't mind a few pints. 
He recently went on radio in 
Merseyside to talk about how much he 
could drink — “quite a lot, actually” — 


BAITISH 
PEOPLES 
PARTY 


’ 


then followed it up on his blog with a 
little tale about how after a long day 
trawling around some pubs he bumped 
into Frank Dobson, the Labour MP and 
chair of Labour Friends of Searchlight. 
Dobson doesn’t remember ever meeting 
Dr Russell but does recall an occasion 
when he was accosted by a drunk. 

Dare I suggest that the “Doc”, as the 
BNP rank and file refer to him, may 
even be writing his occasional blog 
from the pub? During Searchligh?s 
Hope not Hate tour with the Daily 
Mirror, the Doc got very hot under the 
collar about of all things the intellectual 
quality of some of the celebrities 
supporting the tour. Has he ever tried 
speaking to some of his councillors over 
in Barking and Dagenham? Or indeed, 
how about explaining this splendid 
comment on his blog: “Anybody under 
30 would have no experience of the 
70s”. Not even birth? 

As I wrote when I began, we do still 
have to keep an eye on these people, 
because history has proven that the real 
danger from fascists in this country is 
not at the ballot box. Take Nick Griffin's 
recent trip to Northern Ireland to meet 
James Dowson who runs the anti- 
abortion “Life League”. 

It wasn't that long ago that Griffin’s 
previous political party, the political 
soldier wing of the National Front, was 
run out of Ulster and described as 
“wankers” by the UDA for selling 


Eddy Morrison: four steps to take for the BPP to come to power 


Colonel Gaddafi’s Green Book in the 
Loyalist heartlands. 

When it suits them of course, the 
UDA have very short memories as does 
the former loyalist Dowson, who is 
attempting to recruit supporters to his 
cause by offering free pictures of 
his holiness the Pope to people in the 
Irish Republic, so that he can then 
bombard them with his own materials 
in a search for funds. There is 
nothing illegal in that, though in my 
opinion it is immoral, but what is quite 
worrying is the content of Dowson’s 
magazine Rescue. 

A recent edition of this rag included a 
photograph of an NHS nurse who has 
received an award for her work in sexual 
health. According to Rescue the nurse, 
whom it names and pictures, “kills 
babies ... [the nurse] assists in the 
destruction of unborn babies by having 
them torn to pieces in the womb and 
sucked out like so much rubbish, but in 
such an efficient manner that she is 
nurse of the year”. 

The magazine encourages people 
to email her and even gives her 
work address in an attempt to 
continue the harassment. Elsewhere, 
Dowson himself has penned a 
rather enlightening article entitled 
“Homosexual Fascism on The 
Rise”. I’m sure we'll be hearing a lot 
more about Dowson and Griffin in 
the near future. ~= 


BNP news 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you havea story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Kirklees councillor cocks a snook at Standards Board 


KEN LIVINGSTONE has a lot to 
answer for. Last year the High Court 
overturned a ruling by the Standards 
Board for England that the Mayor of 
London had acted improperly when he 
likened a Jewish reporter to a Nazi 
concentration camp guard. The judge said 
Livingstone’s action was “offensive” but he 
had not breached the Greater London 
Authority's code of conduct because he 
was off duty when he made the remark. 
The decision set a precedent that is 
allowing BNP councillors to get away 
with almost anything. When Kirklees 
councillor Colin Auty wrote and 
performed a highly offensive racist 
song, the Standard Board, the job of 


which is to monitor councillors’ 


conduct, said it could not investigate 
because Auty was acting in private 
when he wrote it. 

But Auty, who sings with the band 
Red Claire along with the BNP 
Bradford councillor Paul Cromie, got 
cocky and may now have gone too far. 
Fresh from learning of the Standard 
Board’s decision, he went and sang 
the song outside the office of the local 
MP, who had brought the complaint. 
A video of the public performance 
appears on the internet with a caption 
stating that Auty is a BNP councillor. 

The song, titled Savile Town, Where's 
it gone?, implies that the area, a part of 
Dewsbury with a large Muslim 
population, is full of drug dealers and 


Barnbrook’s ego searches for glory 


RICHARD BARNBROOK, the BNP 
leader on Barking and Dagenham 
Council, thinks a lot of himself, which 
is why he got his tame reporter Bob 
Gertner to write a long fawning 
report for the BNP website about 
what Barnbrook and his minions did 
at the last Council Assembly on 4 
April, and how the terrible Labour 
councillors defeated all the sensible 
motions put forward to “the packed 
council chamber” (well it would be 
for a full Assembly) by the “hard 
working BNP councillors”. 

As it is a BNP report, one has to read 
between the lines to get anywhere 
near the truth. What it reveals more 
than anything is the BNP’s attempts 
to court cheap popularity by 
exploiting the sort of issues beloved 
of the right-wing tabloids, with a 
good dash of racism thrown in. So it 
was no surprise that BNP councillor 
Christine Knight (note how 
Barnbrook got a woman to do this) 
called for the introduction of a 
“Sarah's law” to make it as difficult as 
possible for the Probation Service to 
supervise sex offenders after their 
release — though admittedly the BNP 


did not explain this. 

Next Lawrence Rustem opposed a 
proposed closure of two residential 
care homes in Dagenham. This is a 
common BNP theme, because for 
social and demographic reasons most 
residents of such homes are white. 

Having warmed up, the BNP 
returned to its favourite subject, 
council housing. It fell to Bob 
Buckley to propose that people who 
live outside the borough (a BNP 
code phrase for non-whites) should 
be excluded from applying for 
council homes. The motion was 
defeated after it was pointed out 
that this would exclude former 
Barking and Dagenham residents 
wishing to return, something that 
Gertner’s report described as 
“pathetic”. 

Barnbrook’s personal intervention 
seems to have been limited to 
asking whether children aged 5 to 7 
could be exempt from “receiving 
lessons on sexual matters’, revealing 
his ignorance about how carefully 
and appropriately the topic is 
covered in the infant school 
curriculum. And when at the end of 


paedophiles. It also complains that 
mosques, kebab shops, Indian 
restaurants and cricket pitches used by 
Bangladeshis have replaced alehouses, 
chapels, fish and chip shops, pork 
butchers and bowling greens. 

According to the Yorkshire Post the 
Standard Board would be prepared to 
investigate the matter fully. A spokes- 
person from the Standards Board told 
the paper: “We do not comment on 
complaints until they have been 
received. However, there is nothing to 
stop someone making a complaint 
about a new incident.” 

If the Standard Board finds Auty has 
brought his office into disrepute, he 
could be suspended. 


the meeting Councillor Charlie 
Fairbrass, the council leader, asked 
the BNP to apologise for its lies 
about “Africans for Essex” during last 
year’s election campaign, it fell to 
Barnbrook to refuse point blank and 
repeat all the lies for good measure. 
No doubt Barnbrook was trying to 
repair his damaged ego when he 
was spotted three days later 
wandering around Dagenham and 
Redbridge FC’s packed Victoria 
Road ground in a suit wearing a 
Barking and Dagenham council 
badge with his name_ on. 
Presumably he was hoping to bask 
in the reflected glory of Daggers’s 
Conference Championship win. 


Home news 


Will the real dictator please stand up 


By Sonia Gable 


ne of the reasons why the 
British National Party put 
forward 32 candidates in 
the regional list elections for 
the Scottish Parliament was to get a 
free television broadcast. Come the big 
day, Friday 13 April, when the 4 minute 
40 second broadcast went out on five 
Scottish TV channels, and most people 
wondered why the BNP had bothered. 

There was Kenny Smith, the BNP’s 
Scotland organiser, outside the 
Scottish Parliament at Holyrood 
spouting about how the other parties 
had failed Scotland and only the BNP 
offered a real alternative for “local 
people”, which in BNP-speak means 
white people. Here is a man who can 
make even a Scottish lilt sound 
monotonic. To relieve the boredom a 
hyperactive director had put in ultra- 
short snatches of film which flitted 
about all over the shop. Couldn't the 
camera operator occasionally have 
kept the fingers off the zoom button? 
Shots of the outside walls of Holyrood 
hinted at desperation over the BNP’s 
prospects of getting in. 

Some bits, however, were truly 
inspired, though perhaps not in the 
way the BNP had intended. 

While Smith was claiming that the 
BNP’s opponents were “pro-immigra- 


tion’, viewers’ eyes were drawn to a 
graphic at the top left corner of the 
screen in which several black figures 
danced about. It brought to mind the 
scene in the television series Roots, 
based on the novel by Alex Haley, in 
which the slave traders on the ship 
crossing the Atlantic bring the African 
slaves out of the cramped hold to 
exercise them so that not too many 
would die on the way to America. 

But it is Smith holding the globe in 
the palm of his hand that has to take 
the prize. Some may remember that 
Smith is the man who used to sign off 
his letters “Kaz C18", C18 being 
Combat 18, the openly nazi terror 
group. And it was Smith who 
disgusted his neighbours when he 
lived on the Isle of Lewis by flying a 
swastika banner on 20 April, Hitler's 
birthday. 

Perhaps in a subtle attempt to 
convey his true politics behind the 
back of the BNP’s “respectable image” 
leader Nick Griffin, Smith may have 
been trying to emulate an image of his 
hero Hitler holding a globe in his hand, 
ambitious to spread the wonders of 
his Third Reich. But it was not Hitler. 
It was Charlie Chaplin in his fearless 
anti-Nazi satire The Great Dictator, in 
which Chaplin’s Adenoid Hynkel, the 


Charlie Chaplin 


ruthless dictator of Tomania, obsessed 
with world domination and wearing 
his double cross symbol, dances with a 
large inflatable globe to a theme from 
Wagner's Lohengrin. 

No anti-fascist could have dreamt up 
such an exquisite scene for a BNP 
broadcast. Can Smith ever live it down? 
One wonders whether it is BNP 
supporters or opponents looking for a 
laugh who have been viewing the 
broadcast on the BNP TV website in 
such large numbers that the site went 
down within two days of the broadcast 
for exceeding its bandwidth. 

The BNP may yet regret putting up 
its 32 Scottish Parliament candidates. 
At least 14 of them live south of the 
border after Smith, unable to find 32 
people in Scotland mug enough to 
stand for the party, appealed in a BNP 
membership bulletin for English 
activists with Scottish sounding names 
to help out. Scotland on Sunday was 
quick to expose this and the BNP’s 
other devious methods of pretending 
it has a presence in Scotland. 

The party stands to lose £4,000 in 
election deposits as none of the 
regions is likely to return the 5% vote 
for the BNP needed to retain a deposit, 
let alone the over 6% required to get a 
candidate elected. ~a 


Searchli 


Subscribe to Searchlight, save 20% and 
get something Extra absolutely free! 


Searchlight is Britain’s only monthly 
anti-fascist magazine. It is the first 
port of call for journalists, academics 
and activists who want to be kept 
informed about events within the 
British and international far right. 


With exclusive investigations, 
analysis of fascist tactics and political 
trends and campaign reports from 
the front line, Searchlight is a unique and essential tool 

in the battle against organised racism 

and fascism. 

And by subscribing, you'll get Searchlight Extra absolutely 
free. Published four times a year, Searchlight Extra isa 
special supplement that gives the reader an in-depth look 
at a particular topic. 


Cable Street and the Spanish Civil War ~ 70 years on 
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learning for the future 


Subscribe to Searchlight 
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International 


Nazi music empire expands 


Germany has become the lynchpin of the international hate music scene. 
The importance of German nazi music is underlined by the fact that German bands last 
year produced no fewer than 114 CDs and staged more than 230 gigs. 


Jan Raabe reports for Antifa-Net in Bielefeld 


ONLY A FEW of the 114 CDs that 
German nazi bands produced last year 
were indictable for their lyrics and the 
symbols on their sleeves. Since 
prosecutions of flagship bands such as 
Landser, the nazis have become more 
careful and now generally get material 
checked by a lawyer before release. 

Several new underground bands have 
started to win a following in the 
mushrooming nazi scene. They include 
Pork Hunters from Bavaria and SKD 
from Thiiringen. SKD is named after 
Sonderkommando Dirlewanger, which 
was a Waffen SS unit under the 
command of the savage murderer Oskar 
Paul Dirlewanger. Its members all had 
criminal records and fought behind the 
front line in Russia. They were 
notorious for their brutal crimes against 
civilians and partisans alike. 

Despite police action against hate 
music, the nazis still managed to 
organise at least 230 concerts and so- 
called “ballad evenings”. These are small 
events with up to 100 attending to hear 


a ballad singer and listen to speeches by: 


well known nazis. 

In 2005 most of the concerts were 
held in Saxony but in 2006 the region 
was overtaken by Bavaria where, for a 
while, a nazi group called Sturm 23 even 
managed to organise concerts in a 
former discothéque without hindrance. 
Many other concerts took place in a pub 
in Wunsiedel, the small town in 
northern Bavaria where Hitler’s deputy 
Rudolf Hess is buried and to which 
thousands of fascists from across 
Europe travel each year to pay homage 
to him. 

A notable change last year was that 
the National Democratic Party (NPD) 
and the so-called Freie Kameradschaften 
organised more concerts. The largest 
was a rally put on by the NPD’s 
newspaper Deutsche Stimme on 5 
August near Dresden, attended by 
around 7,000 people. 

Other NPD events such as the 
National Youth Day gig on 20 May in 
Altenburg and the Rock for Germany 
concert on 15 July in Gera, both in 
Thiiringen, attracted 500 to 600 


nazis. The NPD is clearly learning to 
fuse its political interests with White 
Power music. 

During last autumn’ _ election 
campaign in Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, the NPD distributed 
over 25,000 so-called schoolyard CDs 
full of racist, right-wing extremist 
music. On 21 October, the party 
organised an 800-strong demonstration 
under the slogans “Freedom for 
Lunikoff” and “Freedom for all political 
prisoners” outside the Berlin prison 
where Lunikoff, front man of Landser, 
was being held. 

Blood and Honour, though banned in 
Germany in September 2000, still lurks 
in the shadows of illegality. On 7 March 
last year German police searched 119 
flats all allegedly connected with the 
banned bonehead organisation. 

A compilation CD, Blood &S Honour — 
Voices of Solidarity, was released last year 
and the flag of the German “division” 
often hangs at the back of the stage at 
B&H events in England, Belgium and 
Hungary. German bands _ have 
repeatedly played at Blood and Honour 
concerts abroad. After performing at 
the White Xmas gig in England 
in 2006, the members of the German 
band White Resistance were arrested 
at Altenburg-Nobitz airport on 
their return. 

A steady feature of White Power 
music in Germany is a growing interest 
in black metal music. Most of the nazi 
music distributors and mail order 
services sell black metal material 
alongside nazi skinhead, NS hardcore 
and rightwing extremist ballad music. 
Black metal bands include Absurd, 
Grom, Der Stiirmer and Totenburg. 
Most of the CDs that the nazis sell are 
from German black metal labels such as 
Christhunt Productions, Nebelfee- 
Klangwerk, Ewiges Eis Records and No 
Colour Records. 

Nazi skinheads are often to be 
seen standing next to longhaired metal 
fans at concerts, a disturbing signal 
that musical nazism is becoming 
increasingly attractive and interesting to 
young people. ~ 


Conservative protests open 
the gates to extreme right 


Hungary’s far right is running a relentless extra- 
parliamentary campaign aimed at the overthrow 
of the democratically elected government. 
Jean-Yves Camus analyses the background. 


THE GENERAL ELECTION of April 2006 
returned Prime Minister Ferenc 
Gyurcsany to power when his Socialist 
Party (MSZP) received 43% of the vote 
against 42% for former Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban's conservative Fidesz. 

Five months later a huge controversy 
erupted when the media revealed that 
during a_ private party meeting 
Gyurcsany had admitted the Socialists 
had won the election because they had 
lied to voters on almost every issue. His 
refusal to resign led to demonstrations of 
up to 40,000 people in front of the 
Parliament in Budapest, calling on the 
Cabinet to quit. Some of the rallies 
turned into riots and the media predict 
that there would be even bigger 
demonstrations in November, to 
coincide with the 50th anniversary of the 
1956 uprising. 

The November demonstration soon 
petered out after the police closed 
Kossuth Square in front of Parliament. 
However the extreme right returned to 
the streets in the days around 15 March, a 
Hungarian national festival that marks the 
anniversary of the 1848 Hungarian 
revolution. 

Clearly the fascist right is at the 
forefront of the demonstrations, but it is 
not the driving force behind them. 
The real organisers are the conservatives 
of Fidesz and their goal is to bring down 
the government by forcing Gyurcsany to 
resign under the pressure of street 
protests and riots. 

The outcome of this ongoing battle is 
uncertain, because Gyurcsany, a former 
Communist Party youth leader turned 
millionaire, remains reluctant to step 
down and the next general election is not 
due until 2010. 

While not the prime motivator, 
the extreme right has gained from the 
clashes with the government, not least in 
terms of visibility, and has become more 
acceptable because Fidesz has been 
slow and weak in rejecting fascist 
involvement in the riots. Before last year, 


the Hungarian extreme right was 
generally seen as moribund. Its main 
organisation, the Justice and Life Party 
(MIEP), led by Istvan Csurka, had lost its 
parliamentary representation in 2002 
when it only managed to obtain 2.2% of 
the vote. 

MIEP is outspokenly antisemitic, as is 
clear from articles in its weekly magazine, 
Magyar Forum, and is nostalgic for the 
pre-war dictatorship of Admiral Horthy. 
MIEP also supports Holocaust denial. 
The British Holocaust denier David Irving 
spent a week in Hungary in March and 
took part in a MIEP rally in Budapest on 
15 March. 

Following its electoral reverses, MIEP 
has tried to strengthen itself by forming a 
bloc with Jobbik (Movement for a better 
Hungary), a small nationalist party 
founded in 2003 and led by Gabor Vona. 
Both parties are ultra-nationalist and 
stand for an ethnically pure Hungary that 
would incorporate territories lost through 
the 1920 Trianon Treaty. In all the anti- 
government demonstrations, both MIEP 
and Jobbik use the Arpad flag, the red 
and white emblem of Hungarian 
nationalism that was also used (although 
with a slightly different design) by the 
Hungarian Nazi Arrow Cross movement 
during the Second World War. 

This “Greater Hungarian” ideology 
shared by both parties is exemplified by 
another group that was heavily involved 
in the riots, the recently banned 64 
Counties Movement (HVIM), led by Laszl6 
Toroczkai and, since 2006, by Gyula 
Zagiva. TO understand properly the 
HVIM's ideology, one has to go back to 
the time of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 
Then Hungary encompassed today’s 
Hungary, a significant part of Romania 
and Slovakia, part of Croatia down to the 
Adriatic Sea, the north of Serbia and 
Ruthenia, now part of the Ukraine, and a 
bit of Slovenia and Austria for good 
measure. 

The 64 Counties Movement supports 
ethnic Magyar minorities abroad and this 


(I-r) Istvan Csurka with David Irving and Jean-Marie Le Pen 


sometimes causes diplomatic tensions 
with neighbouring countries, such as 
when Toroczai was banned from Slovakia 
for five years in September 2006 after he 
staged a demonstration in Bratislava 
against the  ultra-nationalist Slovak 
People’s Party, which is now part of the 
Slovak government. 

In Romania, the HVIM supports Laszlé 
Tokés, a well known Magyar rights 
activist, who is a candidate in the next 
European elections. And in the Serbian 
autonomous province of Vojvodina, 
the HVIM backs Magyar Osszefogas 
Koalicié, which received 0.4% in the 
2006 elections. 

It is evident that any comradeship 
between —_extreme-right | movements 
in central Europe is very difficult to 
achieve, foundering on the jagged rocks 
of interethnic rivalries and demands. 
For example the presence of the 
Romanian fascist Noua Dreapta party in 
the European National Front makes it 
almost impossible for any Hungarian 
nationalist movement to join. 

Hungary's nazi bonehead movement, 
which consists mainly of Blood and 
Honour, also took part in the riots, often 
attacking the police. With the help of the 
German nazi National Democrats, Blood 
and Honour also held a demonstration 
on 10 February to commemorate the 
failure of 40,000 German Army and 
Waffen SS soldiers, together with their 
Arrow Cross Party allies, to break out 
of encirclement by the Red Army on 
11 February 1945. 

The most disturbing aspect of the riots 
and the continuing campaign against the 
government is that the reluctance of 
Fidesz to separate itself from the fascists 
has opened the gates to a 


unprecedented wave of antisemitism. It is 
so bad that the Federation of Jewish 
Communities in Hungary had to issue a 
warning to its members before the 15 
March commemorations, advising them 
to stay at home for fear of anti-Jewish 
attacks by anti-Gyurcsany protesters. 


International 
roundup 


People’s Will 
leader Sergei 
Barburin 


CYPRUS: Swastikas daubed on migrants’ centre 


RUSSIA: Nazis murder 
skateboarder 


A NAZI GANG attacked a group of 
young skateboarders in Izhevsk, capital 
of the Udmurt Republic 1,300 km south- 
east of Moscow, at the end of March, 
leaving Stanislav Korepanov, 17,with 
a severe head wound. He died four 
days later. 

Several dozen young men in skinhead 
garb, one carrying a small hatchet, had 
approached the skaters and battered them 
with metal bars, empty bottles and wooden 
clubs, causing minor injuries. The nazis 
evidently thought they were attacking anti- 
fascists because according to the victims 
they were screaming “white power”. 

Four people were detained on suspicion 
of assault, but were later released. 
According to journalists in Izhevsk, the 
victims recognised two of the attackers to 
be supporters of Sergei Baburin’s ultra- 
nationalist People’s Will party. A film of 
the attack was later posted on the nazi 
website Format 18. The police found the 
film and showed it to the victims, but no 
action has been taken to shut down this 
website or find those behind it. 

This is not the first nazi attack in 
Izhevsk. Two years ago, an anti-fascist and 
anarchist was severely beaten by the 
members of a nazi group called the Party 
of Freedom. Although the attackers were 
brought to justice, the court did not deem 
the attack to be a hate crime. 


headquarters of Action for Equality, 
Support and Anti-Racism (KISA), the 
Cyprus section of the European Network 
Against Racism (ENAR), spraying 
swastikas and nationalist slogans on the 
building’s walls and doors. 

KISA is a centre where more than 100 
migrants a day come for social or legal 
advice or to use its internet café. 
Symbols such as swastikas are not 
banned in Cyprus. ENAR, which is 
sponsored by the EU, is urging the EU’s 
German President and all its member 
states to agree on measures against 
racism and xenophobia and to step up 
the fight against racist abuse in a 
consistent and effective manner 
throughout the EU. 

ENAR is also calling on the Cypriot 
authorities to take immediate action to 
deal with this and other similar incidents. 
“Such incidents send a _ disastrous 
message to the victims of racism, and not 
reacting to them has the potential to 
foster a growing sense of impunity for 
racist hate in Europe”, said ENAR’s 
president Bashy Quraishy. 


FASCISTS HAVE VANDALISED the | 


CZECH REPUBLIC: Roma tenants 
demand fair treatment 


ROMA PEOPLE whose flats in 
Prerov are to be demolished by a private 
construction firm that wants to replace 
them with multifunctional buildings are 
demanding compensation. They also 
want the company, Immofin, to provide 
each family with alternative flats before 
they abandon their homes. 

About 500 people live in 80 council 
flats near the railway station and many 
have permanent tenancy rights. Immofin, 
however, is refusing to meet their 
demands. The Roma have now asked 
Dzamila Stehlikova, the Czech Minister 
without Portfolio, to monitor the sale of 
the homes destined for demolition. Their 
representatives have told the CTK News 
Agency that they are worried they “will 
be moved to a ghetto”. 

Meanwhile, the local authority in 
Novy Jicin has sold houses in three 
streets near the town centre where 
around 200 Roma tenants live and is 
threatening them with eviction 
and rehousing in inferior properties. 
Last year, Roma rent defaulters were 
evicted in the north Moravian town of 
Vsetin under its former mayor Jiri 
Cunek, the Czech Christian Democrat 
leader and deputy Prime Minister. 
The case caused a national scandal 
with many protests from Romany 
organisations and NGOs. 


SERBIA: Death threat against anti-nazi 
journalist 

A NAZI GROUP in Vojvodina has publicly threatened 
to kill Dinko Gruhonjic, head of the Vojvodina branch of 
the independent news agency BETA and chairman of the 
city’s Independent Journalists Association. The threats, 
which were posted on a nazi website, were prompted by 
Gruhonjic’s hostile coverage of National Formation 
(NF), a nazi group based in the northern Serbian city of 
Novi Sad. 

Gruhonjic’s reports exposed the NF’s activities, 
including an incident in 2005 when a well organised nazi 
mob armed with crowbars attacked people marking the 
anniversary of Hitler’s 1938 Kristallnacht pogrom. 

In November 2006, 18 NF members were convicted of 
inciting hatred and endangering public security, and the 
group’s leader, Goran Davidovic, was sentenced to a year 
in prison. Davidovic has appealed against the sentence 
and is not in custody. He and other NF members have 
threatened Gruhonjic in the past, denouncing him as an 
enemy of the Serbian people and a traitor. Police are 
investigating the threats against Gruhonjic but so far 
nobody has been arrested. 


SPAIN: Cameroon striker hits out at racist abuse 
BARCELONAS STAR Cameroon striker Samuel Eto'o 
has said he does not take his children to matches because 
of racist attitudes in football stadiums. 

“It is something that has affected me personally,” he 
explained. I think players, political leaders and the media 
have to join forces so that no one feels looked down upon 
because of the colour of their skin. At this moment I prefer 
my children not to go to football matches. In the stands 
they have to listen to things that are difficult to explain to 
a child. It is better that they aren't exposed to it.” 

Last season Eto’o threatened to walk off the pitch after 
being racially abused by fans at a match in Zaragoza. Real 
Zaragoza FC was fined over the incident. A number of 
other Liga clubs, including Atletico Madrid, Malaga, 
Racing Santander and Getafe, have also been fined in the 
past two years after their fans chanted racist abuse at 
visiting players. 

The Spanish government has promised to take a hard 
line on racism in football after a rise in incidents of abuse 
directed at players in recent seasons but so far little 
concrete action has materialised. 


LATVIA: Charges over gay pride attack 

A RIGHT-WING nationalist who orchestrated an 
attack on last year’s gay pride march in Latvia is to be 
prosecuted for inciting public disorder. Viktors Birze, 
who heads the fascist National Force Union, will face 
charges in connection with incidents last July when 
around 50 gay activists held a service of tolerance at a 
local Anglican church after city officials refused gay men 
and lesbians permission to march in Riga. 

Under the auspices of the so-called No Pride 
movement, hundreds of nazi skinheads, ultra-nationalists 
and members of the Russian Orthodox Church besieged 
and invaded the church, pelting the activists with 
excrement while local police watched without 
intervening. Fourteen people were later convicted of 
public order offences, but magistrates imposed non- 
custodial sentences. 

The regional prosecutor’s office now wants Birze 
and another homophobe, Valdis Rosans, to face 
charges of group hooliganism, causing bodily harm 
and damage to property, and showing resistance to the 
law enforcement authorities. 


--VBMP who 


supported Kazakh 
refugee family dies 


Wim Haelsterman reports from Antwerp for 
AFF-Verzet/RésistanceS, Brussels 


THE DEATH OF a former 
Vlaams Belang MP in March 
passed largely unnoticed 
though he had been quite 
important. Guido Tastenhoye, 
47, had already given up his 
parliamentary seat on health 
grounds. 

Tastenhoye had been a well 
known journalist with the 
Christian conservative newspa- 
per De Gazet van Antwerpen for 
15 years before turning to 
national politics in the 1990s. 
This move was part of a 
strategy developed by Philip 
Dewinter, the party leader, who 
desperately wanted to introduce 
more brainpower into his rather 
primitive racist party. 

As a journalist and author of 
books Tastenhoye was known 
for his nationalist and anti- 
francophone sentiments and 
his open opposition to the 
multicultural society. With 
these views, his passage into 
the racist netherworld of the 
VB was smooth. 

As soon as media attention 
to his move evaporated, he 
became a full-time back- 
bencher in the Belgian federal 
parliament. There he did little 
of note except on three occa- 
sions when he found himself 
in the middle of a media storm 
that damaged the VB consid- 
erably. 

The first time was when 
Tastenhoye gave an interview 
to a nationalist magazine in 
which he outlined his plan to 
“starve the Brussels popula- 
tion if they did not want to be 
part of the future Flemish 
republic”. He wanted Brussels 
to be the capital of an inde- 
pendent Flemish republic. 
If the population objected, 
Tastenhoye would erect a 
“Berlin Wall” around the city 
and cut off all food and water 
supplies for as long as neces- 
sary. The uproar over his 
remarks forced the VB leader- 
ship to distance itself from 
him by declaring that this sce- 


Guido Tastenhoye: wanted to build 
a “Berlin Wall” around Brussels 


nario was not really the party’s 
first option. 

The second time he grabbed 
media attention was when he 
assaulted Ronny Matheesen, a 
socialist councillor, at a meet- 
ing of a district council in 
Antwerp in September 2003. 
The incident reinforced the 
aggressive aura that VB is still 
trying frantically to shake off. 

The final time Tastenhoye 
was in the national news was 
when he supported a family of 
refugees without proper resi- 
dence documents. The fiercely 
anti-immigrant VB was 
embarrassed that one of its 
own MPs was the driving force 
behind a campaign to obtain 
residence for a Kazakh family 
that had been in the country 
illegally for years. Strangely for 
someone who opposed a mul- 
ticultural society Tastenhoye 
himself was married to a 
Filipina woman. 

It is likely that he regretted 
his choice of political career. In 
a recent interview with the 
Flemish monthly = Tertio 
Tastenhoye admitted that he 
had more influence on people 
and politics when he was a 
journalist. An obituary by 
a former friend and colleague 
in the Flemish far-right 
tabloid Pallieterke described 
Tastenhoye as “hyper-emo- 


tional and completely unfit for 
politics”. 


French Holocaust denier fronts nazi meetings 


From Mikael Ekman and Anders Dalsbro for EXPO and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


THE FRENCH Holocaust 
denier Robert Faurisson 
(pictured) has carried out a 
semi-secret lecture tour in 
Sweden organised by the 
openly nazi National 
Socialist Front (NSF) 

His meeting in Stockholm 
on 3 March was also 
attended by Jan Bernhoff, 
who took part in last year’s fut 
Holocaust denial conference in Iran, 
and the notorious antisemite Ahmed 
Rami, founder of Radio Islam. 
Faurisson, a former academic who was 
sacked from his post and a convicted 
criminal, has visited Sweden before. 
Unlike this time his first trip 15 years 
ago caused fierce protests. 


Faurisson was also 
present at last December's 
Teheran conference. 
Bernhoff said that although 
he did not know who 
arranged the Stockholm 
meeting, he knew it had to 
be kept secret. Bernhoff, 
who like Rami claims he 
was only a member of the 
audience, says he 
understood that the subject of the lecture 
and the presence of nazis could be seen as 
an “antisemitic manifestation’. 

Faurisson went on to lecture in 
Gothenburg on 4 March and Malmé6 on 
5 March. The Danish revisionist 
Christian Lindtner also spoke in Malmo. 

The Swedish publisher Logif, run by 


Bjorn Bjérkqvist from the NSF, has just 
published a Swedish translation of 
Faurisson’s My Life as a Revisionist,a book 
that first appeared 20 years ago. Faurisson 
has no known previous links with the 
NSF. When he visited Sweden in 1992 
Rami invited him to make a speech. 
Historical revisionists have gained 
ground in Sweden in recent years and 
there have been several meetings and 
lectures. The main protagonist currently is 
the NSF, which is also at the forefront of 
revisionist and antisemitic propaganda 
distribution. Since 2 April, the NSF has 
been running a bogus “Freedom of 
speech” campaign for which it has printed 
a half a million leaflets for distribution 
throughout Sweden. Holocaust denial is 
the campaign’s main theme. ~ 


THE SPIDER AT THE HEART OF THE VIRTUAL REVISIONIST WEB 
By Daniel Poohl for EXPO and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


HOLOCAUST DENIERS and historical 
revisionists on the internet often hide 
behind aliases and conduct their 
business secretively. One of the most 
important and mysterious of these 
was “kOnsl” Not any more. 
Searchlight’s Swedish sister magazine 
EXPO has revealed that the man 
behind the pseudonym is a Swede 
called Jonathan Andersson. 

Writing under several different 
pseudonyms Andersson, 22, has 
become a central figure in the online 
revisionist web. As the webmaster of 
the Committee for open debate on 
the Holocaust (CODOH) forum, he 
plays a key role in the main virtual 
meeting place for Holocaust deniers, 
where he is also an active participant. 
Andersson also runs his own website, 
the Holocaust History Archive, a 
revisionist copy of the genuine 
Holocaust History site. 

Several infamous Holocaust deniers 
link to articles on Andersson's website 
yet Andersson eluded historians and 
writers on Holocaust denial. Under 
aliases such as kOnsl, system33r and 
Julius Streicher, he was able to start 
and run revisionist hate sites while 
remaining under cover. He has also 


promoted Holocaust denial in 
internet forums on _ completely 
different topics. 

“The anonymity offered by the 
internet makes it possible for people 
who trade in racial, religious and ethnic 
supremacy to safely market their ideas 
and beliefs,’ says Ray Franklin, one of 
America’s foremost experts on internet 
hate crime. As well as serving on the 
national Counter-Terrorism Training 
Coordination Working Group of the US 
Department of Justice, Franklin runs a 
well known website called The Hate 
Directory which lists global hate sites, 
including Andersson's. 

Albrecht Kolthoff, a German 
journalist who has followed kOnsl’s 
activities for several years without 
knowing his identity, says that “the 
whole internet scene is filled with 
disinformation, but we believe that 
kOnsl has been active for the past four 
to five years’, adding that “while kOnsl 
cannot be compared to someone like 
Ernst Zundel, he uses his internet- 
related talents to promote something 
he believes will further national 
socialist goals”. 

The main reason why Andersson was 
able to keep his identity secret is his 


exceptional computer skills. According 
to Kolthoff, “he is a very talented and 
able person when it comes to 
computer programming, and_ has 
created hacker programs and ‘Trojans’ 
infecting computers all over the world”. 

Andersson himself claims to have 
been a member of the hacker group 
SmOked Crew, who during the early 
2000s hacked into Intel, Compaq, the 
New York Times and Hewlett-Packard. 

Andersson's forum posts are 
characterised by scarcely concealed 
antisemitism, for example:"The German 
civilian population that was the victim 
of repeated fire-bombs are ‘holocaust’ 
victims a hundred times more than 
the Jews who were just sent to 
concentration camps (safe-keeping), 
where they learned how to work, how 
to be somewhat decent. There was no 
‘jewish holocaust, no ‘gas chambers’ 
and no ‘systematic extermination. ... 
To hell with the ‘holocaust’ lies and 
those who try to uphold them.’ 

EXPO believes it is important to 
expose people like Andersson 
because the public has a right to 
know about the nature of pro-Nazi 
figures who claim just to be searching 
for the truth. 


Fascist party exploits defence of the family theme 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE NEOFASCIST PARTY Forza Nuova has 
asked its members to come out in force 
on the national demonstration “in 
defence of the Traditional Family”in Rome 
on 12 May. A staunch devotee of the 
most extreme wing of the Roman 
Catholic Church, Roberto Fiore, the 
former Third Position terrorist, set up 
the FN in London on 27 September 1997, 
the feast of St Michael the Archangel in 
the Catholic calendar. The choice of date 
was also a tribute to the ultra-nationalist 
and antisemitic Romanian Legion of the 
Archangel Michel founded by the fascist 
leader Corneliu Codreanu in 1927. 

The May demonstration is an 
opportunity for Fiore to raise his profile as 
the Vatican's most outspoken advocate 
against proposed legislation to extend 
civil and legal rights to same-sex couples. 

The issue is so controversial that it 
contributed to the fall of the government 
in February, when Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi was forced to resign after losing a 
vote in the Senate. The vote was over 
foreign policy, but opposition to civil 
partnership and gay “civil unions’, was, 
according to many observers, the hidden 
iceberg that hit the government. The crisis 
was later smoothed over. The nine-party 
centre-left coalition was returned to 
power, but the problem remains. 

The May demonstration, organised 
with the backing of the Vatican, is meant 
to show the country how a combination 
of conservative, rightwing or extreme- 
right political movements, including 
fascists, can be effective in lending 
support to the newly aggressive position 
of the Catholic Church on social and 
political questions. 

The irony perhaps lies in the fact that 
while parties of the left, right and centre 
are all very much split over the issue of 
civil partnerships, despite the proposed 
legislation being so diluted that it would 
leave Italy far behind such countries as 
Spain and the UK, only the ultra-Catholic 
FN stands totally united behind the 
Vatican's strident rhetoric. The FN speaks 
in unison with Pope Benedict XVI and his 
bishops in a way that recalls the working 
relationship the Church established with 
Benito Mussolini during the Fascist 
period, with bishops extending their 
hands to the dictator and priests blessing 
troops about to invade Abyssinia. 


Forza Nuova graffiti on a gay bookshop in Milan in April 


The Vatican may avoid publicly 
recognising that it has found a useful ally 
in the FN, but Fiore does not shy away 
from staking his claim to having 
established such an alliance. In praising 
Pope Benedict XVI for the “victories” he has 
already won in preventing Parliament 
passing pieces of legislation (thus 
acknowledging a theocratic sympathy for 
the role of the Church in politics) Fiore 
remarks on how right and prescient FN 
was in its analysis when it “identified the 
defence of life as the critical aspect of the 
current clash of civilisation’ Fiore speaks of 
civil partnerships and gay civil unions as 
an abomination and says that the current 
debate puts centre stage “those who have 
always insisted on the non negotiable 
aspects of natural and Christian laws’ 

The current crisis in the Vatican 
presents an opportunity to the FN, eager 
to play the role of foot soldier for a 
“fighting church” shaken by the turn of 
events in the past two decades. For nearly 
45 years after the Second World War the 
Vatican had a party in government, the 
Christian Democrats, which gave it a vast 
number of MPs on which it could rely. This 
party disintegrated in the political 
revolutions of the 1980s leaving the 
Vatican bereft of the indirect power it 
could exercise over civil society. It was 
unable to find historical continuity in 
Silvio Belusconi’s Forza Italia - much too 
materialistic — nor in the down-to-earth 
National Alliance and the crass secularity 
of the Northern League. 

The FN may be small fry in the general 
political context, but it knows how to 
exploit the current turn of events. 
Every anathema from the Pope and his 


bishops about civil partnerships is music 
to its ears, free publicity. This is why the FN 
is busy organising meetings advertised as 
in defence of the “Family’, with a capital F. 
The party's credentials on taking strong 
measures against “unnatural unions’, 
including the use of force, are not in 
doubt. Members have been arrested for 
attacking gays and have tried to block gay 
pride events. Thousands of leaflets linking 
homosexuality with paedophilia have 
been distributed. 

As might be expected, the defence of 
the family as a theme is ultimately used 
by the FN as a pretext for expanding on 
the need for women to bear more 
children to make the country self 
sufficient in manpower, thus enabling the 
repatriation of immigrants and, by 
implication, the protection of white racial 
purity and Christian traditions. 

The FN also uses the family theme to 
blame a shortage of housing on 
immigrants. It recently plastered the town 
of Verona, northern Italy, with black 
posters of the type used to announce 
deaths in many parts of Italy. Instead of 
bearing the names of the deceased the 
posters carried captions such as “hanged, 
or “cut wrists” to draw attention to the 
‘dramatic stories of citizens who resort to 
suicide out of desperation at not finding 
proper lodgings’. 

As the FN website claimed, people not 
only find it difficult to survive because of 
poor conditions “but have to face a 
situation in which immigrants from 
outside Europe occupy up to 30% of 
council housing”. So poor homeless 
Italians are forced to commit suicide, the 
ultimate sin. ~~ 


International 


widow dies 


Dutch Nazi collaborator’s 


By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


ONE OF EUROPE'’S most unpleasant 
specimens of Nazism has died in 
Waasmunster, Belgium aged 92. Florrie 
Rost van Tonningen never gave up her. 
admiration for Hitler and maintained 
close contact with Richard Edmonds, 
the notorious Jew-baiting senior officer 
in the British National Party. Edmonds 
led a pilgrimage of BNP activists to the 
Netherlands during her trial on charges 
arising from her book praising Hitler. 

For most Dutch people, van 
Tonningen, whose Nazi views earned 
her the epithet the “black widow”, was 
a living link between collaboration 
with the German occupation and 
today’s fascists. Her home was always 
open to young nazis, but her role in 
the postwar nazi movement should not 
be exaggerated. 

During the war, she was relatively 
insignificant, concentrating on the core 
business of a Third Reich wife — giving 
birth to three sons. They all reject 
nazism. She had been active in the 
1930s recruiting youngsters for the 


Hitlerite youth outfit, Nationale 
Jeugdstorm and joined the Dutch 
Nazi Party (NSB). 


In 1939, she met the Dutch Nazi MP 
Meinoud Rost van Tonningen and 
became so popular in top Nazi circles 
that their wedding in December 1940 
gained the personal approval of the SS 
leader Heinrich Himmler. The couple 
were placed on Hitler's Christmas 
presents list. 

Meinoud opposed the less radical NSB 
leader Anton Mussert. In September 
1940 he was appointed deputy leader of 
the party and the following year became 
president of the Dutch Bank and 
secretary-general of the Ministry of 
Finance. He gained a reputation as a 
factionalist which later lost him his 
popularity with the Germans. 

After joining the SS in 1944, he 
was captured by Canadian troops and 
in 1945 committed suicide in prison in 
Scheveningen. Florrie, who returned 
from Germany in 1948 and was 
convicted for collaboration, claimed her 
husband was murdered by the Allies 
and demanded an investigation but her 


pleas were rejected. 

In 1969 Florrie emerged into the gaze 
of national publicity in a documentary 
on Mussert. In 1986, she hit the 
headlines when journalists discovered 
that she was she receiving a state 
pension because her husband had been 
an MP. Despite protests and a case 
brought by former resistance fighters, 
she continued to receive the money. 

The black widow never showed any 
remorse about the horrific crimes of the 
Nazis, claiming only that Hitler should 
have solved the so-called “Jewish issue” 
differently by giving the Jews a country of 
their own. In 1991 she was fined €2,400 
for insulting Jews in her autobiography 
In Search of My Wedding Ring. 

In an interview in 1999, she denied 
the Holocaust claiming: “In fact, no Jew 
was murdered. In Auschwitz, there were 
also non-Jews detained. If you check the 
Polish files, you'll see that a little over 
800,000 people have died. Normal, by 
natural causes. It’s not a hotel, such a 
camp. Auschwitz was no five star 
accommodation.” 

In her dotage, she received frequent 
visits from old and new nazis including 
Constant Kusters, chairman of the 
Dutch People’s Union (NVU). She 
maintained her own pet project, the 
Consortium De Levensboom, which 
distributed nazi literature with such 
titles as The Auschwitz Lie and Six 
Million?, organised meetings and tried 
to promote the formation of a new 
fascist party in the Netherlands. 

When she finally had to leave her villa 
in Velp (near Arnhem), she could not 
find a house in the Netherlands and 
moved to Belgium, spending her last 
years lecturing in Germany and 
Flanders. 

Fearing her funeral on 30 March 
would turn into a nazi rally, the city 
council in Rheden in the Netherlands, 
where she had bought a burial plot a 
decade ago, insisted it should be a 
private affair. Around 30 people from 
Belgium, the Netherlands and 
Germany attended. The NVU has 
announced that it will stage a march in 
Rheden to commemorate her. ~= 


Florrie Rost van Tonningen 
marries her Dutch Nazi MP 
husband in December 1940 


Voters deliver decisive rejection 


to nazi parties 


By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! 
and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


THE DUTCH People’s Union (NVU) 
staged two demonstrations in the 
province of Gelderland where it was 
contesting the provincial elections on 
7 March. In Apeldoorn = and 
Doetinchem the nazis’ slogan was 
“Close the borders to cheap Eastern 
European workers”. 

In Doetinchem on 24 February the 
police were hard pressed to protect 
the nazi mob from more than 1,000 
angry residents whose protests 
delayed the march for an hour. In a 
naked display of nazism, the marchers 
waved German Imperial War Flags, 
shouted slogans such as “Deutschland 
Erwache” (Germany Awake) and sang 
the infamous Nazi anthem the Horst 
Wessel Lied. 

Although the Doetinchem police 
banned banners with the nazi code 
“14/88, they did not recognise the Horst 
Wessel Lied. The police arrested 60 young 
anti-nazi protesters and the mayor 
banned an anti-fascist demonstration 
on the same day. On 7 March, the NVU 
got what it deserved, taking 0.3% of the 
vote and winning no seats. 

The racist Nieuw Rechts (NR) 
outfit could only gather enough 
endorsement signatures to stand in 
two districts in South Holland, leaving 
it with no chance to win a seat. Even in 
its home town of Rotterdam, the NR 
was short of signatures. Overall, it 
polled 0.4 %. 

The NR’s leader Michiel Smit has still 
not taken his seat in the council of 
Lansingerland because of problems 
over his eligibility. The NR also faces 
financial problems as it owes rent for 
its office and €10,000 to its internet 
service provider. And Rotterdam City 
Council is chasing Smit over alleged 
financial irregularities. 

Meanwhile on 6 March, police 
raided the homes of one current and 
one former moderator of the Dutch 
section of the fascist Stormfront 
website as part of a Justice 
Department investigation. They 
confiscated computers belonging to 
Vincent van't Westeinde, the current 
moderator, and Timo Dessé. Both are 
suspected of making _ indictable 
statements in public. 


NVU chairman Constant Kusters (left) with 
Marcel Rink (B&H) in Doetinchem 


On 17 March, the fascist National 
Alliance (NA) marched in Rotterdam 
against what it calls “the leftwing 
media smear campaign” and to call for 
more rights for “nationalists” Bizarrely, 
the Jeugdstorm Nederland nazi gang, 
which is linked to the NVU, and the 
Racial Volunteer Force, Blood and 
Honour’s Netherlands branch, turned 
up masked and wearing bullet proof 
vests. Apparently, they wanted to 
disrupt or attack the NA demonstra- 
tion out of disgust with the moderate 
slogans. However a group of anti-racist 
hooligans from Feyenoord football 
club, who had come to kick the NA off 
the streets, chased the Jeugdstorm 
gang away. The Rotterdam police 
quickly arrested the Jeugdstorm 
members, though not before some of 
them had got a good hiding from the 
Feyenoord hooligans. 

That evening the Rotterdam police 
raided the home of the RVF member 
Arris de Bruin in nearby Spijkenisse, 
arresting him and his girlfriend and 
seizing firearms, ammunition, bullet 
proof vests, a machine gun and several 
nail bombs. De Bruin, 25, has been 
active for almost ten years and does 
not hide his love for the Third Reich: a 
huge swastika tattoo with the legend 
“Made by Adolf” covers his back. 

After the murder of the right-wing 
populist Pim Fortuyn in May 2002, the 
Dutch secret service discovered that 
de Bruin’s group was planning to 
stage attacks on leftwing politicians. 
Some arrests were made but no 
convictions followed. Since then de 
Bruin has been involved in violence 
against migrants. ~= 
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From Taz for Reflexes and Antifa-Net in Paris 


SCHOOLTEACHERS AND parents 
marched through Paris at the end of 
March to oppose the deportation 
of illegal immigrant families and their 
school age children. 

The 2,000-strong demonstration 
followed a strike call by teaching unions 
in response to the arrest of Valerie 
Boukobza, a head teacher, for protesting 
against the detention of a Chinese illegal 
immigrant as he collected his grandson 
from primary school. Ms Boukobza was 
later released without charge. The unions 
are demanding proper enforcement of 
guidelines banning police from 
detaining illegal immigrants in the 
vicinity of schools. 

The right-wing presidential hopeful 
Nicolas Sarkozy oversaw a toughening of 
immigration policy during his time as 
Interior Minister, more than doubling 
deportations of illegal immigrants to 
25,000 last year. However, a large-scale 
protest movement by teachers and 
parents last summer prompted Sarkozy 
to grant a partial amnesty to around 
7,000 families with children enrolled in 
French schools. 

None of the main presidential 
candidates back a blanket amnesty for 
France's estimated 200,000 to 400,000 
illegal immigrants, but the Socialist 
Ségoléne Royal and centrist Frangois 


Bayrou have hinted that they might 
adopt a more lenient line towards families 
long settled in the country. 

Immigration of course is the main 
platform of Jean-Marie Le Pen, who 
unveiled his manifesto for the presidential 
election scarcely noticed by the media, 
which were far more focused on whether 
the FN's volcanic leader would obtain the 
500 signatures needed to get on the 
ballot paper. 

The manifesto is devoid of any 
constructive proposals that fit reality. On 
every issue, the FN reports the current 
situation using statistics largely from 
unidentified sources, makes alarmist 
declarations and spouts the party's usual 
racist political fantasies, all welded 
together with an enumeration of 
supposed principles. 

The FN's_ position on immigration, 
public order, trade union rights and public 
services has hardly shifted since the 
party's foundation in 1972, though it is 
interesting to note the growing 
inconsistency between its denunciations 
of “globalised finance capital” and its more 
usual ultra-liberal stance on the economy. 

The manifesto demands the scrapping 
of various state regulated labour rights, an 
end to the 35-hour week and the removal 
of the pensions and social insurance 
systems. All this, one assumes, is aimed at 


SWITZERLAND: Study reveals widespread antisemitism 


A tenth of the Swiss population is antisemitic, a wide-ranging study of anti-Jewish 
and anti-Israeli attitudes has revealed. The survey also disclosed that more than a 
quarter of the population has a tendency to agree with anti-Jewish stereotypes. 

Reacting to the findings, Jewish organisations said that more needed to be 
done to raise awareness. The survey, which questioned 1,030 people across the 
country in February, was carried out by the gfs polling institute in Berne for the 
Federal Commission against Racism, in cooperation with the Jewish weekly 
magazine Tach/es. It found that 10% of people had “systematic antisemitic 
attitudes” and that these views were overrepresented in the Italian-speaking part 
of the country, in the lower socio-economic strata, on the right of the political 
spectrum, in rural areas and among those with no Jewish acquaintances. 

Another 28% reportedly hold selective antisemitic opinions and 15% feel 
resentment and disappointment at Israel’s policies without having particularly 
negative attitudes towards the Jewish population. A generally positive attitude 
towards Jews was observed in 37% of the population. A total of 55% have respect 
for the 20,000-strong Jewish minority. However, the report also found that the 
Swiss are generally critical of Israel, 54% believing Israel is governed by religious 
fanatics and 50% thinking that Israel is carrying out what the report terms a “war 
of extermination’ in the occupied territories. 


Le Pen campaign targets education 


weakening the trade unions so that they 
would not be able to challenge FN policies 
which, if enacted, would overturn the 
entire postwar basis of social relations in 
France and impoverish working people. 

The FN’s policies would also sque- 
eze the middle classes, which have 
benefited greatly from France's regulated 
economy, despite the FN’s prattle about 
defending them. 

Education has been subject to 
considerable debate and conflict in 
France in recent years and therefore 
occupies an important place in the FN’s 
campaign. It claims the national 
education system, “has been abandoned 
into the hands of socialists and Islamist 
supply teachers” 

Bogusly flying the flag of “educational 
freedom’, the FN pledges its support to 
privileged private schools and urges the 
introduction of a voucher system which, 
it claims, will enable parents to choose 
their children’s school. The FN wants 
schools to be managed by a director who 
would be responsible for ensuring both 
academic and economic success. What it 
would really mean is a two-tier education 
system that would benefit well-off 
families at the expense of the poorest. 

These ideas are not exclusive to the FN. 
Similar ideas are being promoted by the 
ruling conservative Union for a Popular 
Movement (UMP) and by some in the 
Socialist Party who want education 
reform. Notably however, the FN urges 
the removal of teachers’ right to strike and 
the revision of the school curriculum to 
purge it of “Marxist” influence. The FN’s 
manifesto also calls for an end to 
education priority zones which aim to 
provide more intensive education for the 
poorest sections of the community. 

The truth is that the FN wants to 
destroy the education system and to 
mount an attack on the teaching 
profession, which it sees as a traditional 
source of liberal hostility to its policies, 
which are incapable of dealing with the 
real problems of the French educational 
system. If the FN’s measures were 


implemented, | demonstrations — by 
teachers against the government's 
deportation policies would be 


impossible. Fortunately, Le Pen can only 
dream of such a prospect. «i 


We're supporting 


: We're supporting 


HPI 


Leona Lewis 


. 
‘ 

Oye 
_ 


Order form — Indicate number i 
( re 
in all cases (all prices include ae 


Leaflets no... prrice 


| SF BNPHINDER 
m TERRORIST 
% INVESTIGATION 


Postcards no.___————_— price 


Officer condemns ‘APPALLING’ BNP behaviour Rosettes no. price 


AN OFFICER WHO led a bomb investigation has 
denounced the behaviour of the BNP. 
<The attitude of the BNP undoubtedly made 
difficult,” he admitted to the press 
‘ottage, a Pendie BNP local 
te. 


Ballons no._______ price 


job more 
during the trial of Robert C 
elect 


the police approached the BNP after explosives and 
canter making boris wore found at Cottade’< hom to Badges no y 
a HICe 


Join the campaign P - 
Name 


We want to build support for HOPE not Hate across 
the country ~ in every area, every neighbourhood 
and every street. A 


If you would like to be put in touch with the local 
group then drop us a line at 
@stopthednp. or visit the ; A d d 


cathy’ x 
www.hopenothate.org.uk website. — 


Postcode 


SPECIAL OFFER: —- 
receive a copy of Searchlight absolutely free! 


l enclose £ 


Cheques for all goods m 
ade payab 
Searchlight PO Box 1576, ford ics ae 


Email 
remus revo os tore ts Searels, PO an 187, Word 1S OG 


Here Comes the Sun 


Brighten up any neighbourhood blighted by 


OY 


the BNP with our sunny beacon of hope. 


And on the sleeve spell 


out our positive alternative oO 


to hatred and division. ————— 
Just £12.99 Profits fund 
Searchlight local campaigns. 


_ 
aye ooo 
————____________ 
—_———— 
—— 
oa 
el 


ISSN 0262-4591 


= 
—————————————— eee 
—————— 


co) 
N 
iK@) 
wz 
NA 
ice) 
N 
© 
N 
N 
(ep) 


philosophyfootballecom 


sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 


